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MNA Meeting on Sunday 
November 16, Roseville Library 

Hamline Ave. and County Road B 
                1:00-1:15 p.m. – Social time.  
                1:15-1:45 p.m. – Business Meeting.  
                1:45-2:00 p.m. – Break.  
                2:00-3:00 p.m. – Presentation. 
                3:00-3:30 p.m. – Social Time. 
                4:00 p.m. -- Panda Garden Buffet 
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Building Fund: 
 

$108,658.16 

Honorary 
Members 

 

Dan Barker 
Gerald Erickson, PhD 
Annie Laurie Gaylor 

Dick Hewetson 
Robert M. Price, PhD 

 

Minnesota Atheists Mission Statement 
 

Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive 
atheist community that actively promotes secular val-
ues through educational programs, social activities, 
and participation in public affairs. 

MNA Meetup members: 332 
Life memberships: 31 Minnesota Atheists practices 

positive, inclusive, active, friendly 
neighborhood atheism in order to: 

!

"  Provide!a community for 
     atheists; 
"!!Educate the public about 
     atheism; and 
"!!Promote separation of 
     state and church. 

Minnesota Atheists 
Board of Directors 
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An Atheist Gives Thanks 
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AAI Seeks Volunteers 
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]#4($#4(KY.E34)"%TTG%c7''$"0.<"$%647'=$07A%
^;'7)''%#7="4;')%0-%#33%TTG%'e$'7(#3%=022.(4=#$40()%

%
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%

If you are making or revising 
your will or naming a benefici-
ary for your insurance policy, 
bank account, or IRA, please re-
member us.  Our legal name is 
"Minnesota Atheists."  Property 
or money may be bequeathed to 
Minnesota Atheists by means of 
a legally executed will, or Minne-
sota Atheists may be named as a 
beneficiary of a trust agreement. 
A trust benefiting a non-profit 
organization may provide cer-
tain tax advantages.  Working 
together we can secure the future 
of atheism in Minnesota. 
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Review of Dr. Hector Avalos’ Presentation on ID 

Dr. Hector Avalos spoke on intelligent design. 



YT9\%P% D>\%]G[[\:^DT%TD>\G:D% S^Z_]\%@N %[_]W\X%@L%

by Steve Petersen 
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Cable schedule 
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Television:% F"#(('3% @M8% % F"'=+%
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by August Berkshire 
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“Atheists Talk” Radio Report 

Cable Report 



 

 
November 30 – 5th Sunday Spaghetti Dinner – 

Only $6.66! 
%

^(%Sunday, Nov. 30, 2008, 4:00-7:00 p.m.B%
*'%*433%"031%#%5th Sunday Radio Fundraising Spaghetti Dinner8%

%

k0.%=#(%#774;'%#(A%$42'%E'$*''(%MULL%#(1%bULL%&828%
D"'%-001%*433%E'%)'7;'1%.($43%#$%3'#)$%bUOL%&828%

D"'%&74='%4)%$6.66 for all you can eat!%
%

D"'7'%*433%E'%)&#<"'$$4B%#%)'3'=$40(%0-%)#.=')%*4$"%#(1%*4$"0.$%2'#$B%
2'#$E#33)B%<#734=%E7'#1B%)#3#1B%1'))'7$B%#(1%#%;#74'$A%0-%$"4(<)%$0%174(+8%

%

D"4)%4)%#%-.(B%4(-072#3B%-#243AC-74'(13A%)0=4#3%';'($%*4$"%#(%0&&07$.(4$A%
-07%30$)%0-%4($'7')$4(<%=0(;'7)#$40(%#(1%=#2#7#1'74'8%

%

D"'%';'($%*433%$#+'%&3#='%4(%$"'%Party Room%#$%$"'%#&#7$2'($%=02&3'e%#$%
1276 Larpenteur Ave. W., St. Paul, MN 55113. (See map on page 18)  

IY#7+%147'=$3A%4(%E#=+%#(1%-0330*%$"'%*#3+*#A%E'$*''(%$"'%$*0%E.4314(<)%$0%$"'%Y#7$A%X0028R%
c07%207'%4(-072#$40(B%=0($#=$%9'07<'%V#('%#$%(.&`24((8('$%07%IPa@R%MNNCN??a8%
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Twelve members of Minnesota Atheists and the Friends Free of Theism joined together to clean our section of Adopt-A-Highway in 
Rice, Minnesota on Oct. 5, 2008. 
(From left) Grant Hermanson, Rachel Wilson, Steve Petersen, D.J. Lommel, Stephanie Lommel, Rob Taylor, Deb Doucette (project 
leader), Tom Stavros, Shirley Moll, and Art Anderson.  Not pictured: Jerry Lenz and August Berkshire (photographer). 

Adopt-A-Highway Clean-Up 
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by Vic Tanner 
%
]A% -4#(=r'%#(1% G% 7'='($3A%
#$$'(1'1% $"'% [0E'3% F0(C
-'7'(='%#$%9.)$#;.)%T103C
&".)% _(4;'7)4$A% 4(% :#4($%
Y'$'78%D"'%$4$3'%0-%$"'%=0(C
-'7'(='% $"4)% A'#7% *#)%
,!"0%!"'7'%$"'%c47)$%>.C
2#()5/% #(1% $"'% &7')'($#C
$40()% -0=.)'1% 0(% 7'='($%
-4(14(<)%4(%&#3'0C#($"70&030<A8%%
%%%%%T-$'7% $*0% 1#A)% 0-% 4($74<.4(<% )=4C
'($4-4=% $#3+)% EA% $"'% 34+')% 0-% F.7$4)%
]#7'#(%#(1%X0E4(%6.(E#7B% $"'%=0(C
-'7'(='%*#)%=30)'1%0.$%*4$"%#%)&''="%
EA% J8% !'($h'3% ;#(% >.A))$''(B% *"0%
"031)% #%68D"8% 4(% Y"430)0&"4=#3%D"'C
030<A8%%T-$'7%)=7#$="4(<%2A%"'#1%-07%
#%E4$B%*0(1'74(<%*"#$%#%$"'030C
<4#(% *#)% 104(<% )&'#+4(<% #$% #%
)=4'($4-4=% =0(-'7'(='B% G% 7'2'2C
E'7'1%$"#$%)02'%0-% $"'% -4(14(<)%
4(%#($"70&030<A%10%$'(1%$0%="#3C
3'(<'% &'0&3's)% -#4$"% d.)$% #% E4$8%
678% ;#(% >.A))$''(% *#)% )&'#+C
4(<%0(%$"'%,="#33'(<'/%0-%$"'03C
0<A% 4(% #=='&$4(<% $"'% -4(14(<)% 0-% $"'%
)$.1A%0-%".2#(%074<4()8%%
%%%%%G$%4)%$7.'%$"#$%#)%0.7%)0=4'$As)%1#$#C
E#)'% 0-% +(0*3'1<'% 4(=7'#)')B% $"'%
-4(14(<)% 0-% )=4'(='B% &#7$4=.3#74$A%
0(')% =0(='7(4(<% $"'% 074<4()% 0-% $"'%
.(4;'7)'%#(1%34-'B%10%=02'%4($0%=0(C
-34=$% *4$"% $"'% *0731% ;4'*)% 0-% 2#(A%
7'34<40()8% D"'7'% E'=02')% 4(=7'#)C
4(<3A% 3'))%#(1%3'))% 7002%3'-$% -07%#(A%
)07$% 0-% ,-.(1#2'($#34)$/% 7'34<40.)%
$"0.<"$%#(1%$"'%-#4$"-.3%#7'%0-$'(%2'$%
*4$"%$"'%1'=4)40(%$0%'4$"'7%#3$'7%$"'47%
$"'030<A%07B%#)%*'%"#;'%E''(%)''4(<%
207'%#(1%207'%0-%4(%T2'74=#B%7'd'=$%
$"'%)=4'(='8% %D"4)%0.$74<"$% 7'-.)#3% $0%
#=='&$% 07% ';'(% $03'7#$'% )=4'(='B% "#)%
3'#1% 2#(A% &'0&3'% $0% 7'$7'#$% -.7$"'7%
#(1%-.7$"'7%4($0%#%)$0('%#<'%2'($#34$A%
$"#$%4)%1'$742'($#3%$0%$"'2%#(1%$0%)0C
=4'$A8%%
%%%%%D"#$s)% *"A% G% I;'7A% ).7&74)4(<3AR%
-0.(1% 2A)'3-% 300+4(<% -07*#71% $0%
"'#74(<% *"#$% #% 2#(% 0-% -#4$"% "#1% $0%

)#A% 1.74(<% #% )=4'(='% =0(-'7C
'(='8% >'% *#)(s$B% #-$'7% #33B%
)&'#+4(<% $0% 2'8% >'% *#)%
)&'#+4(<% $0% $"'% -#4$"-.3U% $"0)'%
4(%$"'%#.14'(='%$"#$%2#A%"#;'%
-0.(1% $"'2)'3;')% 0--'(1'1% #$%
)02'% 0-% $"'% 0$"'7% )&''="')%
<4;'(%0;'7% $"#$% 3#)$% $*0%1#A)8%%
G%*#)%'#<'7%$0%)''%*"#$%)07$%0-%
=0()03#$40(% "'% *0.31% 0--'7%
$"'28% !0.31% "'% E'% #E3'% $0%

7'#="%0.$%#(1%7#4)'%$"'2%$0%#%3';'3%0-%
#$% 3'#)$% $03'7#(='B% 4-% (0$% -.33% #=='&C
$#(='B% 0-% )=4'(='5% %!'33B% G% "0(')$3A%
10(s$% +(0*%*"#$% #(A% 0-% $"'2% =0.31%
"#;'% $"0.<"$% 0-% "4)% )&''="8% % G% *#)%
;'7A%14)#&&04($'18% G% $"4(+% Gs;'%"'#71%
1''&'7% $"'030<4=#3% #7<.2'($)% 4(% #(%
4(-02'7=4#38%

%%%%%G(% E70#="4(<% $"'% ).Ed'=$B% "'%
(''1'1%$0%*#3+%#%;'7A%-4('%34('8%G-%"'%
=#2'% 0(% $00% )$70(<% -07% $"'% =#)'% 0-%
)=4'(='B%"'%*0.31%"#;'%E''(%;4'*'1%
#%"'7'$4=%#(1%422'14#$'3A%14)24))'18%
G-% "'% 3'#('1% $"'%0$"'7%*#AB%"4)% 1#A)%
0-% )&'#+4(<%#$% )=4'($4-4=%=0(-'7'(=')%
*0.31%E'%0;'7%*4$"%;'7A%n.4=+3A8%W.$%
$"'7'% 4)% #% 14--'7'(='% E'$*''(% E'4(<%
1'34=#$'% #(1% E'4(<% &.7&0)'-.33A% 0EC
$.)'8% G% "#1% #% "#71% $42'% -4<.74(<% 0.$%
*"#$%#&&70#="%"'%*#)%';'(%#$$'2&$C
4(<%$0%.)'8%%T$%$"'%0()'$B%0-%=0.7)'B%G%
141(s$% +(0*%*"'$"'7% "4)% )$#(='% *#)%
<04(<%$0%E'%207'%)'=.3#7%#(1%#=='&$C
4(<% 0-% )=4'($4-4=% -4(14(<)% 07% 0;'7$3A%
-.(1#2'($#34)$%#(1%"0)$43'8%%>#3-*#A%
$"70.<"% "4)% "0.7% 30(<% )&''="% G% )$433%
141(s$% +(0*B% #(1% 4$% 0(3A% E'=#2'%
2.7+4'7%#)%"'%)&0+'8%G(%0('%)'($'(='%
"'% 2'($40('1% $"'% ,TE7#"#24=%
]A$")/% 0(3A% $0% $"'(% -0330*%.&%*4$"%
7'-'7'(=')% $0% ".2#()% E'4(<% 34$'7#33A%
2#1'%4(%$"'%,42#<'%0-%9018/%

%%%%%D"'% &70&0)#3% "'% 141% 2#+'% 7'3#C
$4;'3A% =3'#7B% #)% "'% 7'4$'7#$'1% -07% $"'%
-.33% "0.7B% *#)% $"#$% )=4'(='% )"0.31%
4(;03;'% 7'34<40(% EA% 4(;4$4(<% 4$% 4($0%
$"'% 14)=.))40(8% % W.$% "'% (';'7% 'eC
&3#4('1%*"A%07%'3#E07#$'1%0(%*"#$%4$%
4)% "'% $"4(+)% "'% 07% 0$"'7% $"'030<4#()%
"#;'%$0%0--'78%%!"#$%)07$%0-%'e&'7$4)'B%
#-$'7%#33B%*0.31%"'%"#;'%$0%<4;'5%>'%
"42)'3-% #124$$'1% "4)% 3#=+% 0-% +(0*3C
'1<'% 4(% $"4)% -4'31% 0-% 7')'#7="8% % G$%
)''2'1% #)% 4-% "'% *#)% E'<<4(<% $0% E'%
4(=3.1'1B% 34+'%#%A0.(<%="431%7.((4(<%
#-$'7%"4)%031'7%E70$"'7)8%
%%%%%>.2#(% E'4(<)% 10B% #)% "'% &04($'1%
0.$B%"#;'%#%&7'14)&0)4$40(%$0%7'34<40(o%
4$% 4)% .(1'(4#E3'8% % W.$% $"#$% 10')% (0$%
4(-'7%$"#$%4$%4)%E'('-4=4#3%$0%.)%07%$"#$%
$"'%$'('$)%0-%#(A%&#7$4=.3#7%-#4$"%"031%

#(A% 2'74$8% % G$% =0.31B% #-$'7% #33B%
d.)$%E'%#(%#7$4-#=$%0-%$"'%&#$$'7(%
2#$="4(<% #3<074$"2% 0-% 0.7%
E7#4()8% % !0.31% #% $"'030<4#(%
&70&0)'%).="%#(%'e&3#(#$40(5%%
%%%%%D"'% 7'34<40(% 0-% '#73A% 2#(%
10')B% 0-% =0.7)'B% (''1% $0% E'%
)$.14'18%W.$B% )"0.31% 4$% E'% )$.1C

4'1% EA% =3'7<A5% G% ).&&0)'% 4$% 1'&'(1)%
0(%A0.7%$"0.<"$)%0(%7'34<40(8%%W'4(<%
#$"'4)$B% G% =#(s$% )''% #(A% 7'#)0(% -07% 4$8%
D"'%)$.1A%0-%7'34<40(%)"0.31%E'%=0(C
1.=$'1%EA%#($"70&030<4)$)B%&)A="030C
<4)$)B%#(1%&"430)0&"'7)o%(0$%$"'030<4C
#()8%W'4(<%#(%'e&'7$%0(%#(A%0('%&#7C
$4=.3#7% 7'34<40(% 10')% (0$% 2#+'% 0('%
n.#34-4'1% $0% )&'#+% 0(% $"'% 7'34<40.)%
&70&'()4$A%4(%'#73A%".2#()8%G(%-#=$B%G%
$"4(+%$"#$%4$%*0.31%)&'=4-4=#33A%2#+'%
#% 7')'#7="'7% E4#)'1% #(1% .(#E3'% $0%
$"4(+% 0.$)41'% $"'% E0e% 0-% $"'47% 10<C
2#)8% !"A% *0.31% "#;4(<% 7'34<40(%
2#+'%0('%n.#34-4'1%$0%)$.1A%7'34<40(5%
60')%"#;4(<%$"'%-3.%2#+'%A0.%n.#34C
-4'1% $0% )$.1A% $"'% )&7'#1% 0-% =0($#C
<40.)%14)'#)')5%%

Knick Knack Paddy Whack, Throw the Priest a Bone 

Vic Tanner 

This outright refusal to accept or 
even tolerate science, has lead many 
people to retreat further and further 
into a stone age mentality that is det-
rimental to them and to society.  
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The Pope Walks into 
a Bar… 

by Vic Tanner 
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Resident Warns People About Religious Fraud 
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Atheist Dating and Relating: 
 

Thank Mr. Gore for Inventing the Internet 
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by George Kane 
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%%%%%The Defendants (Green Bay 

officials) have changed their of-

fending behavior. Practically 

speaking, the Plaintiffs (the 

FFRF) have won a concrete vic-

tory that actually changes the 

circumstances on the ground. 

Having obtained a real-life vic-

tory, there is nothing to be 

gained from spending years and 

thousands of dollars to obtain a 

piece of paper saying that the 

Plaintiffs were right. The case is 

therefore dismissed. The Clerk is 

directed to enter judgment ac-

cordingly. 
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#7="C=0()'7;#$4;'% Z4E'7$A%
F0.(=43B% *"4="% &70;41'1%
-7''% 3'<#3% 7'&7')'($#$40(% -07%
$"'% =4$AB% 7')&0(1'1% *4$"% #%
&7'))% 7'3'#)'% =3#424(<% ;4=C
$07A% -07% 97''(% W#AB% )4(='%
$"'% =4$A% *#)% (0$% '(d04('18%%
D"4)% )&4(% 4)% &.7'% 1'='&$40(8%%
D"'% d.1<'% 7.3'1% $"'% ).4$%
200$% E'=#.)'% $"'% =4$A% '(C
#=$'1%#%207#$074.2%0(%"034C
1#A% 1'=07#$40()% 0(% =4$A%
&70&'7$AB% .($43% 4$% &#))')% #%

&034=A% 4(% $"#$% 7'<#718% % G-% $"'7'% #7'%
#(A% =0()$4$.$40(#3% &70E3'2)% *4$"% $"'%
('*% &034=AB% $"'% ccXc% *433% $#+'% $"'%
=4$A%74<"$%E#=+%$0%=0.7$8%

%%%%%Finally, the FFRF’s mobile bill-
board%E74(<)%$0%24(1%#%('*%#1;'7$4)C
4(<%=#2&#4<(%4(%Z0(10(8%%D"'%W74$4)"%
>.2#(4)$% T))0=4#$40(% 4)% E.A4(<% #1)%
0(%#%)2#33%(.2E'7%0-%=4$A%E.)')8% % GH1%
30;'%$0%)''%$"'%#1%"'7'8%

News & Notes 

Bus ad paid for by the British Humanist Association 
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               Moving on  

 

Re: Review of Did Man 

Create God%
Folks,  

I understand the review piece by 

Grant Steves (Vol. 18 Number 9), 

was a worthy addition to your 

monthly magazine, but freethinkers 

locally and nationally should be 

asking ourselves, why a book was 

even written.  

     The author, Dr. David E. Com-

ings, found it necessary to write a 

52 chapter, 694-page book chock 

full of information about how our 

brains are wired from birth. Why? 

Was it another brave attempt 

from someone who’s obvi-

ously qualified to convince 

believers they’re wrong? Or 

was it written to give us free-

thinkers another book in our 

arsenal against ignorance?  

     Shouldn’t all of us do what 

Ken Bronstein of NYC Athe-

ists said and "Declare victory and 

move on"?  Isn’t it obvious no 

amount of evidence, whether it is 

scientific or physical is going to 

change the way ignorance, unfortu-

nately, is passed down? Why do 

some freethinkers continue to waste 

their time bickering with people 

who have abandoned logic and rea-

son?  

     Folks, we’re down here but for a 

very short time. Let’s follow Ken’s 

advice and move on. It’ll be better 

for all of us, better for our blood 

pressure, and we’ll have more time 

to spend together to face real issues 

of Church and State separation 

rather than wasting more of our 

time presenting facts-in-hand to the 

 blind.  
 

Thank you,  
 

Rick Calissi  

NYC Atheists  

 

Grant Steves’ reply to Mr. Cal-
issi: 
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Many have just arrived at an athe-
ist conclusion. Many have left, but 
some still have, in varying degrees, 
emotional and intellectual attach-
ments to their religious past.  
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Motion Pictures Crossword Puzzle 
The motion pictures forming the answers to this puzzle take on matters of reason, science, faith, or religion 

(for better or worse).  Spaces are excluded for multiple word answers. 
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by Lee Salisbury 
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Pro-life Police State or Pro-choice Democracy? 

Lee Salisbury 

(Continued from page 9) 
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(Continued 

from page 14) 
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Right: Grant Steves (left) and 
James Zimmerman set aside 

their philosophical arguments 
long enough to smile for the 

camera. 
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by George Kane 
 

       Religulous 
       Lionsgate Films 
       Directed by Larry Charles 
       101 minutes 
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A Review of Bill Maher’s Religulous 

 
 

Left: Reel & 
Meal  attendees 

enjoy dinner 
before watching 

Religulous. 

Maher’s modus operandi is 
to confront believers with 

absurdities in their scripture 
and then give them the floor 

to explain them.  

The religious faithful, par-
ticularly Christians, will 

complain that it was never 
Maher’s intent to present a 

serious, honest dialogue. 
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Atheism Advanced   

by David Eller  
American Atheist Press 
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A parody by Keith Lodermeier 

Crossword Puzzle Answers Key from page 13 

New Drug Placeb-X® 

 

Right: Map to 
the 5th Sunday 
Spaghetti Din-
ner on Sunday 
November 30 
from 4:00 to 
7:00 pm at 1276 
Larpenteur 
Ave. W. in the 
apartment com-
plex party 
room.  

Answer to Freethought Cryptogram from page 17 
%
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Atheists monthly meeting8%%
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Building Fund8% % Y74='U% iP8PP8% IJ.('B%T.C
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Skeptics and Humanists (CASH) <'(C
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@)$% D".7)1#AB% PCQ% &828B% “Atheists Talk” 
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M$"% % D".7)1#AB% PUOL% &828B% Minnesota 
Atheists board meeting.  Z0=#$40(% ;#7C
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To sign up for Atheists Weekly 
E-mail (AWE), send a request to 
awe@mnatheists.org8%
%

To sign up for Minnesota Atheists 
Meetups, go to 
http://atheists.meetup.com/493.%

Things to do, places to go: A calendar for atheists%
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All memberships include the newsletter. 

Sorry, but we cannot accept credit cards. 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.mnatheists.org 
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"Gay Muslim activists. 
That is a very rare job description."  

— Bill Maher in Religilous 

 

“Atheists Talk” on Air America Minnesota radio! 
Sundays, 9-10 a.m. AM 950 radio 07%)$7'#2%34;'%#$ 

AirAmericaMinnesota.com/listen 


