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Sunday, May 18 Meeting

Grant Steves: The Joy of Sects?

Cults. The very word may con-
jure up images of secret socie-
ties, bizarre rituals or people in
neck ties knocking on your
door every Saturday morning.
But are so-caled main-
stream religions al that differ-
ent from cults? How are we
deluded into believing thereisa
difference in cults and denomi-
nations? How does the matur-
ity of a religion change its
status? How does religion ma-
nipulate perception to achieve
its ends? What can we do
for someoneinvolved in acult?
Grant Steves is a member
of Minnesota Atheists Cable
TV Committee and was re-
cently appointed acting Associ-
ate Chair. He will be address-
ing these questions during his
presentation at the May 18 meeting.
Steves will define and show cults
major characteristics and their simi-
larity to mainstream denominations.

Grant Steves

He will aso discuss what attracts a
person to a cult, how to prevent re-
cruitment, and how to help those
involved. Steves' Th.D. focused on

cults and the vari-
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Upcoming events

Sunday, May 18, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Minnesota Atheist May meeting.
Grant Steves on Cults. Seel€ft.

Sunday, May 25, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Highway clean-up. See page 5.

Saturday, May 31, 10:00-12:00
Blood drive. See page 6.

Sunday, June 8, 12:00-3:00
Freethought Picnic. See page 9.

both groups: the former being con-
sidered a cult and the latter a de-
nomination. Steves will examine
and compare these groups from an
atheist perspective.

Steves presentation will be
held at the Roseville Public Library.

Meeting: 1:00-3:30 p.m.
Roseville Public Library
2180 Hamline Ave. N.
(Hamline Ave. & Co. Rd. B)
Roseville, MN 55113

1:00-1:15 — Social time.
1:15-1:45 — Business M eeting.
1:45-2:00 — Break.
2:00-3:00 — Presentation,
3:00—Social Time




PAGE 2

THE MINNESOTA ATHEIST

VOLUME 18 NUMBER 5

In this issue...

May meeting
President's Column
300 Club

Financial reports
Highway clean-up
Fargo Freethinkers
Cryptogram

Bjoern Mastiaux
New Board Member
Blood Drive

Cable Report

April meeting
Atheist Talk report
Stimulate MN Atheists

Member ship Sour ces

© 0 0 0O N o o o o o o o9 M~ b~ w Bk

Summer Picnics

=
o

News & Notes

Lifestyle Rebellion

B
N

Expelled review

[E=Y
w

Muslim public schools

[EEY
SN

Moral Mindsreview

[
(63}

Thingsto do

Minnesota Atheists

Board of Directors
board@mnatheists.org

President: August Berkshire
pres@mnatheists.org, 612-338-4548

Associate President: Cynthia Egli
apres@mnatheists.org, 952-941-2996

Chair of Board: Steve Petersen
chair@mnatheists.org, 651-484-9277

Associate Chair: Grant Steves
achair@mnatheists.org, 651-774-1992

Treasurer: Andy Flamm
treas@mnatheists.org, 612-251-3904

Secretary: George Kane
sec@mnatheists.org, 651-488-8225
Director-at-Large: Kristine Harley
dirl@mnatheists.org, 612-384-8273

Director-at-Large: Jeannette Sorensen
dirz@mnatheists.org, 612-709-6719

Director-at-Large: Bjorn Watland
dir3@mnatheists.org, 612-708-5029

Building Fund:

$105,848.58

Honorary
Members

Dan Barker
Gerald Erickson, PhD
Annie Laurie Gaylor

Dick Hewetson
Robert M. Price, PhD

MNA Meetup members. 245
Life member ships: 27

7 be YNinnesota Atheist

Published by Minnesota Atheists,

P.O. Box 6261, Minneapolis, MN 55406
612-588-7031, info@mnatheists.org
www.MinnesotaAtheists.org

Editorial Board: editor@mnatheists.org
Keith Lodermeier, Editor 763-843-0788
keithlodermeier @yahoo.com

James Zimmerman, Editor, 763-258-6000,
sinisterjdz@gmail.com

George Kane, 651-488-8225

Kristine Harley, 612-384-8273

Vanita Mishra, vanita.mishra@gmail.com
Grant Steves, 651-774-1992

Tom Riddering, Design & Layout,
volkfolks@comcast.net, 651-714-2617
Erin Ahlstrom, erin@dilogy.net

Chief Photographer: Richard Trombley

Membership/change of address:
Shirley Moll, address@mnatheists.org,
651-484-9277

Public Relations: George Kane
pr@mnatheists.org, 651-488-8225

Atheists Weekly E-mail (AWE):
George Kane, ave@mnatheists.org

Meeting videotaping: Eric Harmon

Cable: Steve Petersen
cable@mnatheists.org, 651-484-9277

Webmaster: Bjorn Watland
web@mnatheists.org, 612-708-5029

Podcasts; Grant Hermanson
podcast@mnatheists.org,

Copyright 2008 Minnesota Atheists.
Minnesota Atheists is an affiliate of
Atheist Alliance International, American
Atheists, American Humanist Association,
Council for Secular Humanism, and
International Humanist and Ethical Union.
Submit material for the newsletter to edi-
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Minnesota Atheists Mission Statement

Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive
atheist community that actively promotes secular val-
ues through educational programs, social activities,
and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheists practices
positive, inclusive, active, friendly
neighborhood atheism in order to:

e Provide a community for

atheists;

e Educatethe public about
atheism; and

e Promote separation of
state and church.
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President’s Column

A Wlnnlng Strategy

By August Berkshire
Ridiculing religion is easy.
But isit effective in changing
minds? | would argue that,
for the most part, the answer
in no. It istoo often acheap, [~ |/
simple way for us to feel su- g/4
perior. | am reminded of the
saying: “Mud slung

are on our side. | aso
pointed out that most people
believe in a god for emo-
tiona reasons. How do we
. deal with this?

o A good piece of advice

" % | that someone once told me
" is to agree with your oppo-
= nent as much as you can.

ground lost.” We would, for August Berkshire With atheism | find this

example, never be invited to
spesk to students in public high
schools or Christian colleges — peo-
ple who can realy benefit from our
message — if we engaged in ridicule.

| also see some people

strategy particularly good —
it startles religious people and gets
their attention! So let’s compare two
different tactics for deaing with a
debate on the afterlife.

such as Alzheimer’ s that destroys our
brains destroys our thoughts.” Then
we finish with two devastating ques-
tions: “How do thoughts that are de-
stroyed in life by Alzheimer's Dis-
ease ‘come back’ after we die?” and
“Doesn’'t it seem more reasonable
that belief in an afterlife is a wishful
thinking product of our survival in-

stincts?’
| have used this second type of
argument many times, presented
sympathetically to religious students
who have never redly thought about
the issue. | have seen tears well up
in some of their eyes as they

resorting to ridicule who are
not willing to do the research
it takes to come up with bet-
ter arguments than religious
people have. Thus ridicule
too often signifies a failure
on our part, and can result in

As atheists, we aways say we want
respect. Yet do we deserve respect if
we are not willing to respect religious
people as fellow human beings?

suddenly realized that the
atheist argument was better
than the religious one they
were raised with, and they
now had no logical choice
but to give up belief in an
afterlife, as much as this

a seeming victory for the re-
ligious side.

There are some exceptions to
this rule. First, there are some reli-
gious claims, such as young-Earth
creationism, that are so mind-
numbingly inane and factualy dis-
provable that they do deserve as
much scorn as we can heap upon
them. (Keep in mind, though, that
evidence is still going to be more ef-
fective than ridicule.)

Another exception to the use of
ridicule is extremely talented come-
dians, such as George Carlin, Penn
Jillette, and Bill Maher, who were
well liked before they took on relig-
ion. Also note that the objects of
their ridicule tend to be “God” and
pompous, hypocritical religious lead-
ers, not the average religious person.
(Even so, they tend to aienate as
many people as they attract.)

So, as a strategy, we are better
off sticking to the facts — which, as |
pointed out in my essay last month,

In the first case, we say that
the idea of an afterlife is ridiculous.
The religious person crosses his or
her arms in defiance and walks away,
muttering “Well, that’s what | would
expect a God-hating atheist to say.”
We feel good at our easy remark, but
nothing has changed.

In the second case, we begin,
“You know, an afterlife is a really
niceidea” “What?” thinks the reli-
gious person, as his or her defiantly
crossed arms drop in amazement.
“An atheist who agrees with me?!”
“Furthermore,” we continue, “heaven
wouldn’'t even have to be perfect to
be a nice place to go after we die.”
Now we really have the religious
person’s attention: What is this athe-
ist going to say next? “But,” we say,
“all science points to the fact that our
thoughts and consciousness are tied
to our brains. That changing our
brains (say, through injury or drugs)
changes our thoughts. That a disease

pains them emotionally.
Having presented myself as a sympa-
thetic, not a ridiculing, atheist com-
passionately softens the blow a bit.
Having also presented myself as a
friendly and happy atheist lets them
know that they need not emotionally
fear the journey to atheism, if that is
where their logic is taking them (as it
should).

Of course, we should have
zero tolerance for the worst cases of
religious abuse — such as pedophilia
and female genital mutilation. How-
ever, even in these cases, an apped
to compassion is more likely to pre-
vail than ridicule. (In addition to
outlawing and jailing the practitio-
ners.)

The atheist Bertrand Russell
once stated that the two most impor-
tant things in life are veracity and
kindly feeling, but that kindly feeling
was the more important of the two:

“... most of the social and po-

(Continued on page 4)
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300 Club Members — April 2008

The 300 Club was established by
Minnesota Atheists at the sugges-
tion of member Rod Monroe. Our
goal isto get 300 people to pledge
to give us $1,000 each over afour-
year period (an amount that aver-
ages $5 per week per donor) to
raise a total of $300,000 for our
Building Fund.

The following people have
joined the 300 Club so far. We
will continue to publish this list as
it grows. Numbers in parentheses
indicate multiples of $1,000.

When at least $1,000 of the
pledge has been paid, the person’s
name will be displayed in bold-
face.

We have recently changed re-
sponsibility for tracking this infor-
mation. If we missed your name,
or do not you’'re your information
correct, or to join the 300 Club,
please contact Steven Petersen, at
(651) 484-9277 or
chair@mnatheists.org.

Kathy Alme

Robin Anderson
Anonymous

August Berkshire (2)
Charles Boltuck
Dean Borghorst
Jack Caravela

Dan Carnicom
Richard & LaGretta Dean
Tom Dooley
Cynthia Egli

Norman Ehrentreich

April Fund Report
Erik Englebretson Building Fund: $3,024.22
Any Flamm Anonymous 40.00
Eric Frame Bob and Marilyn Nienkerk 250.00
Dorothy French Brett Welch 1,00000
Kevin Hardisty ChriiopherI Matthews 50.00
- Cynthia Egli 60.00
éﬂf:;ggley Dan Feyma 20.00
. . Guy Harper 50.00
Mike Haubr!ch James Whitney 25.00
Bruce Honnigford Ken Holmbeck 100.00
Laura Hutt Nancy Ruhland 25.00
Geri Jensen Robert Muldoon 335.00
Ron Julien Shirley Moll 25.00
George Kane Vern Young 50.00
Brian Knoblock (3) The Wodtke estate 500.00
James Koren Cash 17.00
Jerrold & Joyc_e L arson Radio Fund: $50.00
JuneHalyan L1 Matthew Dittloff 25.00
Christopher Matthews Shirley Moll 25.00
Vanita Mishra
Shirley Moll Visibility Fund: $250.00
Rod Monroe Vern Young 50.00
Bob Muldoon Michelle Losey (in memory 50.00
Ted Nagel of Fern Wodtke)
Bob & Marilyn Nienkerk John Annen 15.00
Bill Paulson Marilyn Nienkerk 10.00
Steve Petersen Orin Doty 100.00
Shirley Mall 25.00
Jerry Rauser
Matthew Richardson (3)
Tom Riddering Susan & John Wiik
L ee Salisbury Rachel Wilson
Paul Schenck (4) Fern & Bob Wodtke
Bob Schmitz Jeff Wolfe
Alvin Shimek Vern Y oung
Jon Strand [Your name here!]
Bill Talmage Total pledged so far: $64,000
Georgia Tsoi ,
Bjorn Watland Total pledgesfully paid so far:
Brett Welch $19,000
Jim Whitney

(Continued from page 3)

tality. This can only be met by culti-

As atheists, we always say we

litical evils of the world arise through vating in ourselves and attempting to want respect. Yet do we deserve re-

absence of sympathy and presence of
hatred, envy, or fear.... Every kind of

generate in the young feelings of
friendliness rather than hogtility, of

hostile action or feeling provokes a well-wishing rather than malevolence,

reaction by which it is increased and

and of cooperation rather than compe-

spect if we are not willing to respect
religious people as fellow human be-
ings? We can disrespect religious ar-
guments, but we should never forget

SO generates a progeny of violence tition” (Bertrand Russell, “The Faith that we are dealing with fellow travel-

and injustice which has a terrible vi-

of aRationalist”).

erson life'sjourney.
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Minnesota Atheists
Adopt-A-Highway
cleanup
Sunday, May 25

Minnesota Atheists will meet to clean up our
stretch of road in the Adopt-A-Highway program
on Sunday, May 25", 1:00-3:00 p.m.

The cleanup will be on Highway 10 in Rice,
MN (northwest of St. Cloud; a 1.5 hour drive from
Minneapolis).

Meet at The Old Creamery Cafe, 405 Main
St., Rice, MN 56367, 320-393-4100 (west of stop-
light on Hwy. 10).

Arrive at noon for lunch beforehand and/or
stay for dinner afterwards if you wish. Gloves and
sturdy footwear are recommended. Transportation
isavailable.

Cal Deb Doucette (Little Falls) 320-632-
9443 or August Berkshire (Minneapolis) 612-338-
4548 for more details. Also, cdl if it looks like it
will rain to seeif the event has been postponed.

Red River Freethinkers
to Take Action Against
the City of Fargo

By Keith Lodermeier

Our Friends in Red River are taking admirable action against
the city of Fargo for monumental religious favoritism. Liter-
aly, monumental. The Red River Freethinkers originally op-
posed the presence of a Ten Commandments monument on
public property in Fargo, but in 2005 U.S. District Court Judge
Ralph Erickson ruled that it could remain in its place. Its
qualification for remaining: it was already there (specificaly,
for over 40 years). A deflating exercise in circumlocution, this
only causes one to ponder why it was allowed to exist on pub-
lic property in the first place. Since the question is apparently
no longer up for debate, the RRF have opted for equality with a
monument of their own.

The proposed monument would tersely review a fact of
our country’s history which has, for some, evolved into de-
tested and false hearsay: “ The government of the United States
of Americais not in any sense founded on the Christian relig-
ion.” Perhaps many would object to this as being negative and
unnecessary. Well, a fact is more accurately described as in-
different, but | will agree that it should be unnecessary consid-
ering this fact from our history: “Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion.”

If already evolved, let's all hope that the latter fact hasn't
speciated in the presiding minds of this future Federa court
case.

Freethought Cryptogram
BSKSKESB, MHFSQIJK QJ GPH M VPBCZWQSV

QHJSCD. MHFSQJK QJ ZSDQGSZ RA HFS WQSV

QH ZPSJ GPH FMWS - HFSQJXK.

ZPOL TBOSLSB, "HFMH RPCPJIMC VBSRT"

L ast month's solution: America has a custom of turning criminals into heroes after their death—like Billy the Kid, Bonnie
and Clyde, and Jesus Christ. — Newscaster Kent Brockman, on “ The Simpsons.”
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Hello everyone at Minnesota Atheists!

| would like to let you know that |
am back in Cdifornia, where | am
continuing with my research. | did
have a wonderful time in Minneapo-
lis and would like to thank you for

that. Thanks, first of al, to Cyn- everyone | did not do an interview in  their
thia, who not only introduced me to  with although they had signedupfor tow n .
vegetarian Indian cuisine when she one. Therewas simply too littletime. G o o d
hosted an altogether very entertain- Not to forget, thank you to eve- luck for
ing Secular Supper on Saturday ryone who bought me meds and y o u r
night, but who | aso joined for two drinks on various occasions, as well  building
very pleasant interviews — one an- as, last but not least, to August and project!
swering questions (on Atheist Talk), Rachel for being such perfect, gener-

the other asking them (for my study). ous and caring hosts! | found Minne-  Bjoern

Many thanks also to Lee,
Shirley, Pierre, Joseph, Keith, Stu,

Grant, Jeannette, Norman and Paul
(in chronological order) for granting
me their time, trust and openness in
theinterviews | did with them.

| would also like to apologize to

sota Atheists to be a very diverse,
lively and well organized group. |

am sure many isolated atheists would

be happy
to have a

group
like yours

Bjoern M astiaux

Blood! We want
Blood!
Minnesota Atheists has organ-

ized a new event for those able
and willing. Asagroup, weare

donating blood at Memorial
Blood Center in St. Paul on Sat-

health, you should be ableto do-
nate. Pizzawill follow. Come

urday May 31 from 10:00 AM to join your fellow freethinkersin

Noon. If you are 17 or older,
over 110 pounds, and in good

Cable Report

giving and you'll receive a Min-
nesota Atheistst-shirt!

By Steve Petersen Grant Steves has agreed to be Podcasts: MinnesotaAtheists.org.
For our April program we converted a the program producer. If you have Made possible by Grant Hermanson.
talk by Hement Mehta speaking at our ideas for a program please contact

meeting a few months ago. We Grant at: achar@mnatheists.org. If ~ Cable Schedule

would like to thank Grant Hermanson you would like to help on the cable g'oirgfggm”: (_:I_E 1; Cg-_ ;g- Weg”%’
for editing the tak to fit the cable program or sponsor the program on 9& Y50 P.m., Thursday b.59 am.

. . . . 2:30 p.m.. Sponsors. David and Joanne
time frame. Matthew Richardson will your cable access station please con- Beardsley.

not be ab_Ie to do the caple program tact me at chair@mnatheists.org Minneapolis: Ch. 17. Saturday 8:30 p.
for a while because of issues unre-

. . m. Sponsor: Art Anderson.
lated to Minnesota Atheists. We CableCrew: Brett Stembridge, Rochester: Ch. 10. Tuesday, Wednes-

thank him for his contributions and Shirley Moll, Steve Petersen, George gy & Thursday 7:30 p.m. Sponsor: Jim
look forward to his help in the future, Kane, Matthew David Wiesner and (Continued on page 7)
Grant Hermanson.
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Lee Salisbury denies Christians exist!

By Grant Steves

Those acquainted with
Lee's humor and style
were given a treat at the
April meeting of Minne-
sota Atheists. You left
understanding what a
Christian wannabeis.

His PowerPoint gave
us the facts and the mate-
rial handed out gave an
outline of the presenta
tion. His style of speak- |
ing involved interaction
with the audience. By
calling upon members in
a kidding and humorous
manner, he engaged the
audience and kept us fo-
cused on his material.

It is Lee's contention
that a person who claims to be a
Christian has a high standard to meet.
He started by noting how people say
al they need to do is ‘believe’ in Je-
sus and that will get them a passport
to heaven. A bdlief that is based on
the following verses. John 3:16,
11:25, and 3:16. Lee went on to show
how that was not the standard set by
Jesus by showing how he condemned
groups that failed to meet his stan-

caly;
the command to do the same
works that Jesus did (John
14:12);
the command in regard to di-
vorce;, and
the signs of being a Christian
(Matthew 5: 1-12, John 15:
10, etc.)

Having presented the standards
and the case for a Christian beyond

4)

5)

6)

dard: Rev. 2: 4-5; 2: 14, 16; 2: 19-23; just belief, Lee turns to the comments

3:1-2;and 3: 15-17.
Some of the areas we were chal-
lenged to look at for hypocrisy were:
1) the concern a follower has
about food and clothing;
2) the materialism of followers
on earth;
3) the taking of the words of the
Bible literally or metaphori-

of atheists of the past:

Mark Twain: “Faith isbelieving what
you know ain't so.”

Thomas Pain: “The study of theology,
as it stands in Christian churches, is
the study of nothing; it is founded on
nothing; it proceeds by no authorities;
it has no data; it can demonstrate
nothing; and it admits of no conclu-

There are no Christians,
just Christian wannabees

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever belleves in Him shall not

perish, but have etermnal life” (John 3:16)

jrrection and the life, he who belleves in Me
les” (John 11:25)

i the Son has etemal life, but he who

oy the Son will not see Life, but the wrath of God
1.9

——|

sion.”

The Pain quote sums up Lee's
opinion. He concluded with the fol-
lowing comment, “If God judges hu-
manity based on a person’s integrity,
honesty, and truthfulness....Heaven
would be filled with those whose
standards ....reject mythica Biblical
stories inundated with contradictions
and errors, i.e., thoughtful atheists and
agnostics.

For those not in attendance, you
missed an excellent presentation that
No review can capture.

Photos by Richard Trombly

(Continued from page 6)

Salutz.

Roseville, Shoreview, Arden Hills,
North Oaks, Little Canada, Falcon
Heights, Lauderdale, Mounds View,
New Brighton: Ch. 14. Wednesday
10:30 p.m. Sponsor: Steve Petersen.
St. Cloud: Ch. 12. Thursday 8:30 p.m.

Sponsor: Jack Richter.

Stillwater: Ch. 16. Tuesday 7:00 p.m.;
Wednesday 9:00 am. Sponsor: Lee Salis-
bury.

South Washington County: Ch. 14.
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Sponsor; Raleigh Nel-
son.

White Bear Lake, Hugo, Lake EImo,

Mahtomedi, Maplewood, North St.
Paul, Oakdale, Vad-

nais Heights. Ch. 15. m
Friday 8:30 p.m.

Sponsor: Michael LN
Seliga. :
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‘Atheists Talk’ Radio Report

By August Berkshire

In the past month we aired programs thirteen to sixteen
of our 26-week contract. Those programs were:

April 6 — “The Beagle Project” with Peter
McGrath & Karen James, interviewed by Mike Hau-
brich.

April 13 — “Expelled from Expelled” with P.Z.
Myers, interviewed by Kristine Harley.

April 13 — Atheist artist Lynn Fellman, inter-
viewed by Bjorn Watland.

April 20 — “There are no True Christians” with
Lee Salisbury, interviewed by George Kane.

April 20 — German researcher on atheism Bjoern
Mastiaux, interviewed by Cynthia Egli.

April 27 — “Faith-based Government Earmarks’
with Rob Boston of Americans United for Separation of
Church and State, interviewed by Grant Steves.

April 27 —“National Day of Prayer / Reason” with
Steve Petersen and August Berkshire.

We have found that our audience likes a mixture of
critiquing religion and talking about the positive things
atheism and science have to offer humanity.

Minnesota Atheists member and artist Lynn Fell-
man, who was interviewed on our April 13 program, has
joined our Radio Committee as one of our program plan-
ners and interviewers. After dropping out for personal
reasons, we welcome the return of Grant Steves as one of
our interviewers as well.

Other people who continue to contribute to the
success of our program are August Berkshire, Cynthia
Egli, Scott Lohman, Kristine Harley, Mike Haubrich,
Grant Hermanson, George Kane, P.Z. Myers, Jeannette
Sorensen, and Bjorn Watland.

We have many ideas for future programs and
guests and we welcome your input as well. Contact us at
612-588-7031 or radio@mnatheists.org to let us know
how we' re doing and to suggest a guest or program.

We are more than halfway through our 26-week
contract with KTNF radio. The time is coming soon
when we will consider renewing our contract. We really
need your financia support if we are to continue this pro-
ject. The program costs us $9,100 for half a year.

Another way you can help is to listen to the radio
program live (AM 950 or AirAmericaMinnesota.com/
listen) and call (952-946-6205) or e-mail
(radio@mnathei sts.org) a question to us during the show.
We want to hear from you!

Also, don't forget to support our sponsors who
support our radio show with their advertising: the
American Humanist Association, the Humanists of

Stimulate the economy
by supporting MNA

Are you wondering what to do with the recently an-
nounced tax rebate? Are you sick of looking at cur-
rency that has“In God We Trust” on it and want to
get rid of it? The $600 rebateis exactly the price of a
life membership in Minnesota Atheists.

Coincidence? We think not! Show the world

that we have our own “surge” strategy by becoming
a life member of MNA or donating the money to our
building or radio fund!

Membership Source

Report
By Steve Petersen and Shirley Mall

The question keeps coming up: What is the most effec-
tive source of our membership? This is a mixed bag of
information. However, we do attempt to track all con-
tacts when we have reliable information. Asof February
of this year, thanks to Bjorn Watland, anyone joining
through the web site must fill in a source question. We
also purchased specia non-profit software that has con-
tact tracking information fields. We looked back at the
contacts on our active mailing list and following are the
numbers and the source information we have to date.

The total number of contacts for this report is 90;
there are more contacts but they might not have joined
and were moved to our marketing list. Now that we
have an accurate way of checking the source of mem-
bers, we will update this information periodicaly.

Newspaper editorials- 2 members,
Radio program - 6 membersand 4 trials

Referrals - 3 members

Podcast - 3 membersand 1trial
Website - 5 members

M eet-up - 1 member;

American Atheists - 8 membersand 43 trials
Convention

Public events - 1 member

Other - 11 members

There have been 40 new members added to our or-
ganization so far thisyear.

Minnesota, the Secular Coalition for America, Free-
dom From Religion Foundation, and Q.Cumbers res-
taurant in Edina




A GOOD TIME WILL BE HAD BY ALL:

Freethought Picnics

Sunday

e June8

e July 20

e August 17

The shelter area is reserved

from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.

e The official start of the
picnic is noon.

e Jam session to follow, so
bring a musical
instrument.

June Picnic Sponsored by:
» Campus Atheists
Skeptics & Humanists
CASHumn.org

July Picnic Sponsored by:
» Humanists of
Minnesota
651/335-3800
HumanistsOfMN.org

August Picnics Sponsored by:
» Minnesota Atheists
612/588-7031
MNAtheists.org

Families, Kkids, singles,
and couples — all are
welcome.

You are cordially invited to join us at our
summer picnics. The picnics will be held at
Columbia Park, located off of Central Avenue in
northeast Minneapolis. All are welcome.

Lots of friendly people.
A play area for the kids.
Lively discussions for the adults.

J3 The Freethought Ramblers folk group will entertain
you in June, and the highly acclaimed Freethought Band
will perform in July and August. J3

Bring some picnic food to share. The shelter area has
electricity, sink and electric hot plate. (Don’t forget to
bring your own beverage, plate, and utensils.)

COLUMBIA PARK is located in northeast Minneapolis.

» Take Central Ave NE (MN Hwy 65) to Columbia Pkwy.
(Between 36th Ave and 37th Ave)

» Turn west onto Columbia Pkwy.

» Proceed along Columbia Pkwy (0.35 miles).

> After you go under the railroad bridge, you will see the park on
your left.

» Take the first left onto the service road (you will see a sign for
“800 Columbia Blvd”). Proceed to the second parking lot on

your left (0.2 miles).




PAGE 10

THE MINNESOTA ATHEIST

VOLUME 18 NUMBER 5

News & Notes

By George Kane

The Olympic Torch hasleft
Mt. Olympus and is being
flaunted around the world in|
a quadrennial public rela- | g
tions buildup to the Olympic |
Games. This year the ritual
is being marred by demon-
strators trying to extinguish
the flame and to focus atten-
tion on the recent suppression of
demonstrations in Tibet. Organizers
have responded by massively in-
creasing police security, and by di-
verting the torch from its announced
routes, disappointing the crowds that
came out to seeit.

But why, | wonder, are these dem-
onstrators so passionate about Tibet,

GeorgeKane

| crisis. The Constitutional
% |Court has agreed to hear a

| case that the Islamic AKP
. |intends to abolish secular

~ | government, based on pub-
~|lic statements by party
B leaders.  The suit asks the
court to dissolve the AKP
and to bar AKP chairman
and Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, President
Abdullah Gul and 69 other senior
party officials from government of-
fice for five years. Turkey's chief
prosecutor Abdurrahman Y alcinkaya
filed the suit in March, and observers
expect that it will probably win the
required 2/3 vote of the judges.

The AKP, which won 341 out of
550 seats in the National Assembly

trying to understand the philosophy
that you want to spread in the state of
[llindis.... Thisis the land of Lincoln
where people believe in God.... What
you have to spew and spread is ex-
tremely dangerous.... It's dangerous
for our children to even know that
your philosophy exists.... Get out of
that seat! You have no right to be
here! We believe in something. You
believe in destroying! Y ou believe in
destroying what this state was built
upon."

Sherman, unruffled, completed his
testimony. That night, Keith Olber-
man on MSNBC's Countdown
awarded Davis his nightly "Worst
Person in the World" designation.
Sherman announced on his blog that
Representative Davis had called him

and why should we care? Public
assembly to advertise grievances
is not everywhere a political
right. It is always possible to
claim human rights abuses; after
al, we have our own. But that
should not obscure the confronta-
tion going on over the fundamen-
tal transformation of Tibet.

cause of

[Rob Sherman’s] testimony
drew national attention be-
Representative
Monique Davis's outburst of
anti-atheist bigotry.

and apologized, but a public
apology isin order. Her remarks
were an insult to al atheists.

In a significant victory over
school employees who pray
with students, the U.S. 3rd Cir-
cuit Court of Appealsin Philadel-
phia sided with the East Bruns-
wick School Board against a New

What we are seeing on the streets
of Lhasa is a battle of monastic rule
out of the Middle Ages against the
forces of secularity, modernity, and
economic development. Which side
provides better hope to alleviate the
poverty of Tibet's peasants? Tibet's
GDP is about what the United States
spendsin Irag in 3 weeks.

Tibet's greatest asset is the Dalai
Lama, a highly educated and charm-
ing man running the government in
exile. But not even he claims that
Tibet should be an independent na-
tion. If Tibet continues under monas-
tic rule it can be nothing more than a
museum masguerading as a hation.

The conflict in Turkey's govern-
ment between the religious Justice
and Development Party (AKP) and
the congtitutional requirement for
secular government is coming to a

in last summer's elections, clearly
represents the democratic will of the
nation. It is strong enough to amend
the congtitution, but the provision
guaranteeing secular government is
irrevocable. If the party were to defy
the court, the military would inter-
vene to enforce the verdict.

When Rob Sherman testified be-
fore the lllinois House State Govern-
ment Administration Committee, he
hoped to call attention to a multimil-
lion dollar state payout to benefit a
Baptist church. Instead, his testi-
mony drew nationa attention be-
cause of Representative Monique
Davis's (D-Chicago) outburst of anti-
atheist bigotry:

"I don't know what you have
against God, but some of us don't
have much against him. We look for-
ward to him and his blessings.... I'm

Jersey high school football coach
who kneeled during student-led team
prayers. The lawyer for Coach Mar-
cus Borden is considering an appeal
to the Supreme Court.

The Center for Inquiry sent out
an alert about errors in the high
school civics textbook American
Government, Institutions and Poli-
cies. In a 25-page report they de-
tailed errors in global warming, the
legality of school prayer, the Law-
rence v Texas SCOTUS decision, the
influence of the concept of original
sin on the congtitution, the meaning
of the Establishment Clause, and the
significance of denial of awrit of cer-
tiorari. The report calls for
"immediate correction” of the errors.
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Your turn: It’s time for lifestyle rebellion
St. Cloud Times, April 19, 2008 http://www.sctimes.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article?A1D=2008104190017

By August Berkshire,
Minnesota Atheists

Times Writers Group mem-
ber Mike Williamson be-
lieves we should turn to the|
Bible and Chrigtianity as afg
cure for modern-day sexua
immorality (“It's time for s
culturd rebelion” April 11).
Really?

Williamson condemns, as we
all do, the sex crimes alleged to have
been committed by a 32-year-old
man against a 13-year-old girl in
Becker.

But what does the God of the
Bible tell the Israglites to do after

August Berkshire

lous escape) (Genesis 19:8).
Williamson advocates
virginity until marriage. Is
this because the Bible says
~ 9 non-virgin brides should be
A stoned to death?
i (Deuteronomy  22:13-21).
Finally, there is the Bible's
=l God-ordained ritual of male
circumcision, often per-
formed on infants and chil-
dren with little or no anesthesia.
Williamson talks about “the
creator’s good plan for man and
woman in the lifelong covenant of
marriage.” But, according to the Bi-
ble, God has no problem with polyg-
amy (Genesis 29:17-28; 1l Samuel

are ostensibly biblical God-believers.
Why should we be surprised at these
facts, given the Bible's endorsement
of patriarchy and women and chil-
dren as property?

Yes, as Williamson advocates,
itistime for arebellion — but arebel-
lion away from Christianity.

We must get rid of the “sinful,
forbidden fruit” aspect of sex, which
only serves to make it more appeal-
ing to young people. We need com-
prehensive sex education for our
young people — abstinence-based,
not abstinence-only.

If we look to European coun-
tries, which have largely replaced
Chrigtianity with secular humanism,

conquering the Midianites
and Kkilling every man?
“Now kill al the boys.
And kill every woman who
has dept with a man, but
save for yourselves every
girl who has never dept
with a man” (Numbers
31:17-18).

How are children
treated elsewhere in the

we find that young people

But what does the God of the Bible engage in just as much sex
tell the Israelites to do after conquer -
ing the Midianites and killing every
man? “Now Kill all theboys. And kill
every woman who has dept with a
man, but save for yourselves every
girl who has never dlept with a man”

as Americans of the same
age, but it results in far
fewer pregnancies and
STDs. Ignorance and bliss
do not go hand-in-hand.
Religion has failed, yet
continues to do damage to
society. It's time to try
something new, something

Bible? It is permissible to
sell your daughter into servitude
(Exodus 21:7). Disobedient sons are
to be stoned to death (Deuteronomy
21:18-21). And, anyone who curses
his father or mother must be put to
death (Exodus 21.17).

When young people mock the
baldness of God's prophet Elijah,
Elijah calls upon God to send two
bears from the woods to attack the
youths. God obliges, and the bears
maul 42 young people (II Kings
2:23).

In the town of Sodom, Lot of-
fers his two virgin daughters to the
mob outside his home, rather than
turn over two visiting angels (who,
being emissaries from God, pre-
sumably could have made a miracu-

3:2-5) or a married man having con-
cubines (Il Samuel 5:13; | Kings
11:3; 1l Chronicles 11:21).

What other “family values’
might we learn from the Bible? Ac-
cording to Jesus, “If anyone comes
to me and does not hate his father
and mother, his wife and children,
his brothers and sisters — yes, even
his own life — he cannot be my disci-
ple’ (Luke 14:26).

Thus the mythical biblical
gods of Jehovah and Jesus would be
the last place we would want to look
for family advice.

Many of the polygamous cults
in this country that abuse women and
children are Bible-based. The male
clergy that sexualy abuse children

that tends to improve the
lives of people wherever it is em-
braced: atheism (the disbelief in arbi-
trary, “supernatural” authority) com-
bined with humanism (which in-
cludes ethics based on compassion
and evidence).

A lifestyle based on God-
belief collapses when no evidence
for gods exists. A lifestyle based on
atheism and humanism has a greater
chance for success because it is real-
ity-based.

This is the opinion of August Berk-
shire, president of Minnesota Athe-
ists, the state's oldest, largest and
most active atheist organization.
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Expelled: No Intelligence Involved (A Review)

By Keith Lodermeier

With an admittedly closed
mind, | went to see Ex-
pelled: No Intelligence Al-
lowed. But my mind was
not sealed off to the issue of
Intelligent Design on ac- k
count my precious atheism .,...-' '
or beloved Darwinism. If
any new or compelling ideas
had been brought to my at-
tention during the tedious hour and a
half, | would be willing to admit it.
But the arguments were so predictable
and tired that | could have written the
script before attending the movie.

However, there are a few tactics
employed that | did not predict, such
as depicting science as a gateway to
atheism, which is probably true, but
more important, defining atheists as,
at best, undemocratic, intoler-

Keith Lodermeier

only begs the question, who
or what designed the de-
signer? Dawkins answer to
this hypothetical question
was a Darwinian process of
sow change over time
which  was inadequately
represented in the manipu-
lated footage.

Aside from the petty
tactics, which redlly are the
strongest aspects of the
movie, Expelled basicaly has one
chopstick leg to support the weight of
an impossible load: having an open
mind to alternative theories of life's
origins, i.e., Intelligent Design. This
translates to: not teach the contro-
versy, but fund the controversy and
give our leading scientists the freedom
to believe what they want despite a
lack of evidence. The problem with

the scientists.

This|Deais passed off by repeat-
ing phrases such as “freedom of
speech,” “America is a free country,”
“if we don’t have freedom, what do
we have?’ etc.,, ad nauseum, either
from footage of Ronald Reagan (with
Pat Robertson clapping in the back-
ground) or by someone in an office
with a picture of Reagan on the wall.

If ID had any initial data to sup-
port its grand hypothesis, then we
should be compelled to fund an ID
program. Thisis simply not the case.
In fact, it has proven to be the oppo-
site. A case in point is Michael
Behe's irreducible complexity argu-
ment, particularly concerning flagella,
which | will not recite here other that
that flagella can be explained much
better by a Darwinian process than by
the magic and alchemy of ID.

Darwin himself won

ant curmudgeons and, at

over the scientific commu-

worst, Hitlers. And believe it
or not, Ben Stein, the host,
made a visit to Dachau for
effect. Even though | did not
expect the creators of Ex-

Expelled basically has one chopstick leg to
support the weight of an impossible load:
having an open mind to alternative theo-
riesof life'sorigins, i.e., Intelligent Design.

nity (then an almost unani-
mously creationist popula
tion) with a very unpopular
idea not by employing po-
litical rhetoric but with a

pelled to damage their cause

with the argument that Darwinism and
atheism justify evil, it is indeed tired,
and therefore, unworthy of a detailed
response.

The creators also take numerous
potshots at scientists and prominent
atheists, a strong sign of one, underde-
veloped communication skills, and
two, an argument lost. Thisis largely
done with clever editing of interview
footage of zany scientists and also by
flashing frequently to low budget
black and white clips from 40s and
50s cinema in which socialy anti-
guated characters are meant to repre-
sent the intolerant curmudgeons. In
an interview with Stein, Richard
Dawkins is made out to sound as if he
believes ID to be plausible. Playing
Devil’s advocate, Dawkins suggests
that even if it is proven that life on
Earth was intelligently designed, it

teaching the controversy is that it
makes the erroneous assumption that
one exists in the scientific community.
It also puts a theory with no evidence,
no proposas on application, and
which has an obvious religious
agenda, on par with a theory sup-
ported by mountains of convergent
evidence. Funding the controversy
does the same thing but on a larger
scale creating agrand illusion.

Also, promoting open-
mindedness about alternative theories
of life's origins demonstrates a funda-
mental misunderstanding of the sci-
ences in question. Evolution does not
attempt to explain how life came to be
but how it changed over time. The
Expelled creators should have either
decided on what subject they are ob-
jecting to (evolution, abiogenesis, the-
ology, etc.) or just leave the science to

theory supported by con-
vincing evidence. ID has had its
chance and has failed at this prior to
Expelled. The case has been decided
and is still closed. ID is till
“breathtakingly inane,” as John E.
Jones, not an intolerant curmudgeon,
but a conservative judge appointed by
George W. Bush, has put it. Expelled
has only marred ID’s chances of re-
opening the case for appeal.

Intelligent Design is a clever and
innovative tool to keep creationism
aliive, but Expelled: No Intelligence
Allowed fails to address what the title
implies, that Intelligent Design theory
is worthy enough for the academy to
take it seriously. Thus, there was no
intelligence involved in the making of
this movie.

For a thorough debunking of Ex-
pelled’ s claims, see www.skeptic.com.
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What’s sauce for the Muslim is sauce for the Christian

By George Kane

Katherine Kersten, the conservative
columnist for the Sar Tribune, has
called attention to religious practice
and training at a publicly funded char-
ter school. She has not previously
shown interest in church/state separa-
tion issues, but she has been a vocal
critic of local Muslims for issues such
as cab drivers refusing fares who pos-
sess acohol and cashiers refusing to
handle pork products.

So it is not surprising that her curi-
osity was piqued when she read re-
ports concerning Islamic practices at
the Tarek ibn Ziyad Academy in Inver
Grove Heights.  The Minnesota
Monthly reported that "head scarves
are voluntary, but virtualy all the
girls wear them" and that the school
has a central carpeted prayer space.
The Pioneer Press claimed that the
student body prays every day, and a
parent quoted in the article bragged
that during Ramadan, all students fast
from dawn to dusk.

Indeed, there is a lot about this
charter school that should raise con-
cern for violations of the First
Amendment. The school building
doubles as the headquarters of the
Muslim American Society of Minne-
sota and also houses a mosgue. The
school's principal and executive direc-
tor are both imams. Nearly all of the
students stay after school to receive
instruction in Islam, including prayer
and worship, in programs presented
by the Musim-American Society.
The school busses do not leave until
those programs are over.

The school did not give Kersten
permission to visit, but she learned of
other school-sponsored religious ac-
tivity from a Republican activist who
had worked there as a substitute
teacher. Amanda Getz said that on
Friday, the Muslim holy day, there
was a school assembly in the gym af-
ter lunch. Her duties required her to

take the fifth-grade students to the
bathroom, four at a time, to perform
their ritual foot washing.

There is abundant reason for the
state to investigate violations of the
separation of church and state that
could threaten the school's charter and
public funding. After Kersten's col-
umns, the Minnesota Department of
Education and the ACLU of Minne-
sota have both begun investigations.
But many of the encroachments of
religion into the public schools that
Kersten deplores in these columns
were demanded by conservative
Christians who in the past denounced
“hostility toward religion” in public
schooals.

Foreign language immersion
schools provide a popular curriculum
to give students fluency in a second
language. There are charter schools
providing immersion programs in
Spanish, French, German, and even
Chinese. Tarek ibn Ziyad Academy
was formed as an Arabic language
immersion school, which had the ef-
fect of drawing a student body from
only Muslim families. This resulted
in a monolithic market for the extra-
curricular classes provided by the
Muslim American Society of Minne-
sota. According to an Academy bro-
chure, 77 percent of TIZA parents say
that their "main reason for choosing
TIZA ... was because of after-school
programs conducted by various non-
profit organizations at the end of the
school period in the school building."

So the charter school can quite rea-
sonably argue that they are simply
providing to the children the services
that the families demand. The school
distinctly lacks ethnic and cultural di-
versity, with 83% of the students
Black, and only 2% White. The reli-
gious breakdown is not provided, but
it would be an odd school choice for a
non-Muslim family. If thereis an ad-
missions bias to select children from
the most observant Muslim families,

it would not be difficult to put to-
gether a very religious student body.
The Tarek ibn Ziyad Academy has an
enrollment of 300, but a waiting list
of 1500.

Investigators should require proof
that prayers during the school day are
indeed student initiated, but with such
a monolithic student body it is quite
likely that the school isin compliance
with this requirement. As closdy as
the Tarek ibn Ziyad Academy resem-
bles a state-funded madrassah, inves-
tigators may yet not be able to find
any violations.

The case is similar to that of the
1994 case School Board of Kiryas
Joel v. Grumet where a school district
was drawn around a village of Satmar
Hassidic Jews creating a publicly
funded Orthodox Jewish school. The
court, in an opinion by Justice Souter,
held that the funding of a school dis-
trict designed to coincide with the
neighborhood boundaries of a reli-
gious group constitutes an unconstitu-
tiona aid to religion. In this case,
however, a reigious school was cre-
ated by funding a school specializing
in a particular language, so it may be
impossible to find any unconstitu-
tiona act by government.

To atheists, it seems obvious that
publicly funded schools should stay
completely away from religion, but it
may be an eye-opener for Katherine
Kersten and her Christian readers. |
thank her for her vigilance against
threats to secular government from
Islam, but | hope that Christians can
see that the entanglement of public
schools with religion is wrong, re-
gardless of what religion it favors.
The doors to student-led prayers and
after school worship and religious
study were opened by Christians, but
in the Tarek ibn Ziyad Academy, they
don't like the result. The lesson they
should take is that public school can
only provide a neutral religious envi-
ronment when it is religion-free.
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Review of Marc Hauser’s Moral Minds

By Grant Steves

If al moralities were rooted
in the Bible or the god of the
Bible, we would have the so-
lution to al moral questions.
However, did the morality of
indigenous people's from the

of J. M. Mikhail; Lawrence
Kohlberg's stages of moral
reasoning; and M. Hoff-
mans's study on empathy
and morality. From these
influences Professor
Hauser believes we are
born with abstract rules or

Australian aborigines to the
Amazon triba groups de-
velop their morality from the Bible?
In both cases, they were not exposed
to the Bible to any degree until the
19th century. Millions of people were
never exposed to the Bible as a
source of law and wisdom until the
20th century. Nevertheless, we know
from historical accounts that the
phrase, “do unto others, as you would
have them do unto you,” is universal.
The principles of fairness and justice

Grant Steves

principles with nurture en-
tering the picture to set pa-
rameters and guide us toward the ac-
quisition of particular moral systems.
These abstract rules or principles in-
corporate “a universal mora gram-
mar, a toolkit for building specific
moral systems.” Our knowledge of
this system (somewhat grounded in
Noam Chomsky's grammatical for-
mulations) will enable us to under-
stand the moral domain. However,
Hauser has not fully developed the

with animals to support his theory.
He uses the example of the Rhesus
monkey to generalize about human
behavior. It is acknowledging that
what is observed is subject to inter-
pretation. It is observed that when a
Rhesus monkey sees a fellow mon-
key in pain, when they are eating,
they will stop eating to prevent this
pain from happening to the other
monkey. This could be aform of em-
pathy and the reaction aform of com-
passion.

We also see this in the feeding
habits of the vampire bats. When a
bat fails to find food and returns to
the colony, the others will feed it.
This could be considered a form of
atruism or triba preservation. The
test of this theory was observed when
the bats returned and fed a bat that

are in al cultures but are
not derived from holy
writ. Where do these prin-
ciples come from? How
have they come to be?
The book, Moral
Minds (2006) by Marc

The principlesof fairnessand justice are
in all cultures but are not derived from
holy writ. Where do these principles
come from? How have they cometo be?

was not related to their
tribe.

These examples from
animal behavior may be
generalized to human be-
havior by noting that many
animals have developed

Hauser (professor of Psy-
chology and Biological Anthropology
at Harvard University), proposes that
morality has evolved. He believes
that the answer to what is moral is
not to be found in a burning bush but
in the study of how we have evolved.
The theory that he develops is de-
scriptive of morality evolving. Pro-
fessor Hauser provides a description
of the unconscious and inaccessible
principles that operate our moral
judgments. At no time does he pro-
vide a directive as to what people
ought to do. Thisis a book descrip-
tive and not prescriptive of morality.
It becomes apparent that an un-
derstanding of his major influences
helps the reader. His theory is con-
structed on the general insights of:
Noam Chomsky’s linguistic anaysis;
John Rawls theory of justice and
fairness developed in the PhD thesis

grammar and moral refinement, but it
has clear possibilities.

If you were to agree that fairness
is one of the basic moral responses
(this was derived from John Rawls
Theory of Justice), you could believe
it is one of the components of the
moral grammar. For example, fair-
ness or justice seem to have evolved
into a complex political concept; but
in its less complex form, in human
relations, it is about the treatment of
others in an equitable manner.
Hauser views fairness through
George Lakoff's ten-tiered taxon-
omy. Fairnessis how we treat distri-
bution, opportunity, rights, responsi-
bility, and power. How we permit
each of these to be applied brings
about fairness. Power istreated fairly
in ademocratic manner.

Hauser draws upon research

what appears to be a mo-
rality. If taken from an evolutionary
point of view, we might conclude this
behavior is innate, and that it
evolved. That would mean to nur-
ture, in the case of humans, refines
the application of mora principles
that we find within our genetic sys-
tem by our evolutionary ancestors.
Hauser cautions, however, that
this is descriptive and a theory, but it
isatheory that is getting considerable
attention in several books: The Evolu-
tion of Morality (2006), Richard
Joyce; The Moral Animal (1994),
Robert Wright; Empathy and Moral
Development (2006), Martin Hoff-
man; and Primates and Philosophers
(2006), Frans de Waal. It would be
advantageous for the atheist commu-
nity to explore some of these books
in this developing area of moral evo-
lution.
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Things to do, places to go: A calendar for atheists

Sundays, 6:00 p.m., Atheist/Agnostic
AA, Men's Center, 3249 Hennepin Ave.
# 55, Minneapolis, Jason Herrboldt,
MplsAthei stAgnosticA A @yahoo.com.

3 Sunday, 1-3:30 p.m., Minnesota
Atheists monthly meeting. (Seepage 1.)

4" Sunday, 8-11 am., Breakfast Social.
Old Country Buffet, Holly Shopping Cen-
ter, Hwy 47 and Mississippi St., Fridley.
Private room.

5" Sunday, Fundraiser Dinner for
Building Fund. Price: $6.66. (June, Au-
gust, November 2008)

1% and 3 Monday, 6 p.m., Freethought
Toastmasters Club. Larpenteur Estates
apartment complex, 1280 Larpenteur
Ave. W., St. Paul. (Park directly in back
and follow sidewalk to Party Room.)
Roger Belfay, (651) 222-2782 or George
Kane, (651) 488-8225.

O $35 - Individual membership
O $45 - Household membership

0 $600 - Life Membership

00 $25 - Newsletter subscription only

JOIN OR RENEW MEMBERSHIP

00 $75 - Sustaining Fund membership

00 $20 - Student (by e-mail) (send copy of fee statement or high school ID)
O | authorize Minnesota Atheists to bill my credit
card each month (minimum $10/month) for one
year or until my card expires, whichever comes

All member shipsinclude newsletter

2" and 4" Monday, 5-7 pm., Happy
Hour North. La Casita, 1925 Perimeter
Road, Roseville, just west of the Rosedale
mall. George Kane, (651) 488-8225.

2" and 4™ Monday, 5-7 p.m., Happy
Hour South. Davanni’s Restaurant, 2312
W. 66™ Street (corner of Penn Ave. and
66™ St.), Richfield, Bob/Marilyn Nien-
kerk, (612) 866-6200.

1% Tuesday, 11:30 am., Lunch Social.
Old Country Buffet, Co. Road B2 be-

tween Snelling and Fairview, Roseville.
Bob/Marilyn Nienkerk, (612) 866-6200.

3 Wednesday, 11:30 am., Lunch So-
cial. New China Buffet, 105 85th Ave.
NW, Coon Rapids. Bill Volna, (612)
781-4273.

4" Wednesday, Meal and a Reel, Up-
town, Minneapolis (Hennepin Ave. and
Lake St.) 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. movie.
George Kane, (651) 488-8225. Detailsin
Atheists Weekly E-mail.

CHECK THE WAYSYOU WANT TO HELP ATHEISM GROW
Minnesota Atheists has IRS 501(c)(3) status. All contributions are tax deductible.

DONATE TO SPECIAL FUNDS
0% General Expense / Outreach Fund
O$ Building Fund

first. Bank name:

Thursdays, 7 p.m., Campus Atheists,
Skeptics and Humanists (CASH) gen-
eral meeting. 3d floor Coffman Memorial
Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Min-
neapolis, MN 55455. Contact
cash@cashumn.org.

1% Thursday, 6-9 p.m., “ Atheists Talk”
TV taping. MTN, Studio A, 125 SE
Main St., Minneapolis. Steve Petersen,
(651) 484-9277.

2™ Thursday, evening. Rochester Area
Freethinker s monthly get-together. Bill
Kass, hawthorn64@hotmail.com or (507)
259-4237.

4" Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Minnesota
Atheists board meeting. Location var-
ies. George Kane, (651) 488-8225.

Tosign up for Atheists Weekly
E-mail (AWE), send arequest to
awe@mnatheists.org.

Tosign up for Minnesota Atheists
Meetups, go to
http://atheists.meetup.com/493.

| Payment by: Ocheck (enclosed) for $ payable to Minnesota Atheists (Checks preferred if less than $25)
: Credit card O Visa O Maste'Caytd Exp. Date:

: Signature Name Phone (___ )

i Address City/State/Zip

| E-Mail

I Mail to: Minnesota Atheists, P.O. Box 6261, Minneapolis MN 55406-0261




“Athests Talk” on Air America Minnesota r adio!
Sundays, 9-10 am. AM 950 radio or stream live at
Air AmericaMinnesota.com/listen

‘Polygamy: An endeavor

to get more out of life
than there is Iin It."

— Elbert Hubbard, American writer, publisher, artist, and philosopher.
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