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October Meeting: 
Can Science Prove Prayer Works? 

       October 2009 

At the Sunday, October 
18, 2009 membership 
meeting, we will once 
again welcome Hector 
Avalos as our guest 
speaker.  Dr. Avalos is an 
associate professor of 
Religious Studies at Iowa 
State University. In the 
past, Dr. Avalos has spo-
ken on Intelligent Design 
and the end of biblical 
studies. His books in-
clude The End of Biblical 

Studies and Fighting 
Words: The Origin of Re-
ligious Violence. This 
month, he will be speak-
ing on the topic: “Can 
Science Prove Prayer 
Works?” Dr. Avalos al-
ways delivers a memora-
ble presentation. He is an 
outstanding communica-
tor of ideas that concern 
the atheist community.  
Please join us! Where: Southdale 

Public Library, Edina 
 
When: Sunday, 
October 18th 
 
Business Meeting at 1:00 
p.m. 
Avalos lecture from 2:00 
to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Various social breaks in 
between.  
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A  m a jo r i t y  o f 
Amer ican's reject 
evolution.  You may 
have read the Gallup 
poll from this past 
February which counted only 39 
percent of respondants as holding 
a belief in evolution. However, 
this problem is not new. While 
researching this problem, I have 
run into many polls from other 
organizations which constantly 
place a belief in evolution in the 
minority. The majority opinion is 
that God created humans in their 
current form. What can be done 
to better educate the public? 
     Are our teachers failing us? Is 
there is an organized opposition 
to the theory of evolution which 
is simply more compelling 
than the evidence which 
supports a gradual change 
over millions of years? I 
will admit, creatures 
popping into existence, 
fully formed, makes for a 
great story, but when I 
want to learn about how 
things really are, I have to 
rely in science and 
empirical evidence, even if 
the story isn't as fanciful. 
R i c h a r d  D a w k i n s 
continues the fight to 
educate the public about 
evolution with his book, The 
Greatest Show On Earth. Will his 
book work? Will the people who 
buy it be those who already reject 
the Christian creation myth? 
     I would say that it isn't a 
wasted effort. As I walked 
through a local book store, I saw 

the atheist books tucked 
in with science books, 
mostly about Darwin and 
evolution. While you can 
be religious and believe 

in evolution, I won't deny that 
there have been many who read 
about how evolution really 
works – not how they were taught 
in church – and found that uncov-
ering the one lie of creation 
unraveled the web of lies their 
church, family, and friends had 
been telling them their whole life. 
Science has evidence, the comfort 
of predictability, while faith is an 
empty guessing game. 
     What else did I see in the book 
store? In the religion section, I 
found a few books about 

evolution, but more books about 
how to either reject evolution or 
how religion and evolution are 
compatible. I'd like to see some of 
those science books sneak their 
w a y  i n t o  t h e  r e l i g io n 
section. Would that have worked 
for you? I know many atheists 
who decided that the evidence for 

a god was lacking after reading 
The God Delusion, which was 
more about evolution then it was 
in rejecting faith. 
     Last month, I attended 
"Atheist Coming Out Day" hosted 
by Campus Atheists, Skeptics and 
Humanists at the University of 
Minnesota. Here, people sat in a 
circle and told their coming out 
story. What shocked me, was how 
many people were so new to 
calling themselves "atheists," and 
felt comfortable going to a group 
meeting to tell everyone about 
it. Out of the sixty people who 
"came out," more then a few were 
raised in conservative Christian 
families, including one child of 
missionaries, one child of 

Salvation Army parents, and 
one who was a Bible Quiz 
champion. All of these people 
strongly rejected evolution, 
until college. All it took was a 
freshman biology course with 
a brief introduction to 
evolution to realize they had 
been actively deceived by the 
people who cared about them. 
For some, the process of 
leaving faith behind took a 
few years, others left more 
quickly. 
     What is important, is that 

there is a community of like 
minded people who are there, if 
only to "come out" to, to share 
our experiences and to make it 
easier for the next wave of people 
to throw off life according to 
mythology and embrace reality. 

President’s Column 
by Bjorn Watland An Evolution Solution 
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MNA opened the membership 
meeting series by hosting a debate 
between our own Board Member 
George Kane and Dr. Arthur 
Hippler. They debated the resolu-
tion: That a supernatural authority 
is necessary for obligatory moral 
claims.  They started the debate 
with ten minutes opening 
speeches. Dr. Hippler, as the af-
firmative, presented a case that 
stated why we have obligatory 
moral claims; those things a per-
son must do. We must go from 
ought statements to is statements. 
In establishing this use, he made refer-
ence to Euclid’s geometry and the proofs 
made up of postulates or moral statements. He 
wanted us to agree that morality is not a choice 
but is necessary. Dr. Hippler maintained through-
out the debate the belief that humanity was created 

with a freedom of 
choice, and that we have 

this freedom because of a supernatural source. 
     George Kane maintained that we have moral 
should but not moral must. He stated we need to 
consider the definitions, rational analysis, and the 

consequences of actions when 
discussing moral claims. 
George Kane argued for ethi-
cal choices that evolve. Natu-
ral selection and speciation, he 
claimed, help to develop the 
morals we adopt. 
     The debate allowed for 
over thirty minutes of ques-
tions from the audience and 
concluding comments by both 
debate participants. We look 
forward to more debates at our 
monthly meetings.  
 
 
See page 5 to read George 
Kane’s Opening Statement. –
ed. 
 

 

by Grant Steves  

George Kane, left, awaits his turn while 
Grant Steves, right, moderates.  

Dr. Arthur Hippler makes his case 
for supernatural agencies.  
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    The feature of our September pub-
lic meeting was a debate in which I 
opposed Dr. Arthur Hippler, the Di-
rector of Religious Studies at Provi-
dence Academy, on the resolution 
“That a supernatural authority is 
necessary for obligatory moral 
claims.” This repeated a debate we 
first held in January at St. 
Augustine’s Church in South St. 
Paul. 
    Following is my opening state-
ment. 

 
    Thank you, 
Mr. Moderator, 
M i n n e s o t a 
Atheists and 
honored guests. 
    A s  y o u 
know, this is 
the second oc-
c a s i o n  o n 
whic h  D r . 

Hippler and I have met to debate the 
resolution, “That a supernatural au-
thority is necessary for obligatory 
moral claims.” My opening state-
ment in that earlier debate was pub-
lished in our newsletter, so I hope 
that there are not a lot of people who 
are intentionally arriving late, ex-
pecting me to read what they have 
already read. But then we were de-
bating before a very different audi-
ence. There were 370 men in atten-
dance, and I know of only five who 
were atheists. Today I can suggest 
that there is no god without worry 
that everyone will retort “now you 
are just being ridiculous!” 
    Stated simply, the proposition is 
that if there is no God, then there is 
no moral obligation. Rather than be-
ing merely an esoteric question of 
axiological reduction, I think that 
this is a very practical question, 

which will force us to speak more 
clearly about the nature of moral ob-
ligation. 
    So what do we mean by “moral 
obligation?” A moral obligation is 
simply what we should do. Now, 
there are all sorts of conditions under 
which we use this term “should,” 
such as “If water is leaking through 
my living room ceiling I should fix 
the roof, or if I need some vegetables 
I should go to the grocery. 
    So is moral obligation this same 
sort of conditional should, that in 
which the determining conditions 
vary for each person, according to 
conditions like where or when he 
lives, or what she wants or finds 
pleasing? If this is the case, then 
moral obligation is subjective, rather 
than an objective fact in the world. 
The question that then arises is 
whether moral obligation is ever 
anything more than “do whatever 
feels good” or “follow the rules that 
the people in power set down for 
you.” This is the conclusion that this 
debate requires me to disprove. If at 
the end of this debate we conclude 
that what we should do is nothing 
more that what we want to do or 
what we are told to do, then Dr. 
Hippler has won the argument. If 
there is no god, then the entire enter-
prise of social ethics evaporates into 
a mist. We find ourselves embar-
rassed to criticize anyone for geno-
cide or torture if we realize that we 
are really saying nothing more than 
“I don’t like what you did.” 
    Moral obligation is usually posited 
as true without reference to any con-
ditions. But any ethical system pre-
sents an underlying foundation on 
which moral obligation is condi-
tioned. Dr. Hippler proposes that 
moral obligation can only be created 
by God, so his “should” statements 
are conditional to the existence and 
decisions of a particular god. In the 

same way, a non-theistic ethical sys-
tem can provide the condition for 
moral obligation, but we have to 
show how that condition is universal 
and objective rather than personal 
preference. 
    I contend that there are three ways 
that statements of moral obligation 
can be objective facts of the world. 
These are definitional, rational and 
consequential. 
    First, some moral obligations are 
created by the definitions of the 
words that we use, by our agreement 
on a common vocabulary. Let us say, 
for example, that I borrow $5 from 
you. It is then an objective fact that I 
owe you this money. It follows from 
the definitions of the words ‘borrow’ 
and ‘owe’ that I should pay you back 
$5. Objective moral obligation in 
this case follows necessarily from 
our stated premise, that I borrowed 
the money. 
    Another type of objective moral 
obligation results from rational 
analysis. The idea here is that if I can 
show that a statement is self-
contradicting, then it must be false. 
For example, if I torture someone, or 
steal from her, or slander him, I am 
asserting by that action that under 
certain circumstances, it must be ac-
ceptable for someone to torture me, 
or to steal from me, or to slander me. 
The underlying assumption here is 
that through self-interest I must con-
clude that I should not commit any 
of these offenses against others. The 
reciprocity demonstrated in this rea-
soning is reflected in a wide range of 
ethical reasoning, from the Golden 
Rule to Kantian claims that moral 
obligations apply to all rational be-
ings. While this approach appeals to 
common sense, it also admits of ex-
ceptions that can be narrowly de-
fined. Thus we hear people argue 
that if I can save many lives by tor-

(Continued on page 10) 

 

Opening Statement 

by George Kane  
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Africa: Hall of Horrors 

By Kirumira Mpagi Michael 
Former missionary, now Public 
Relations Officer for Atheist As-
sociation of Uganda 
 
Africa is perhaps the most miser-
able place the world has ever 
known.  This fact is all but ignored 
by the media in western Countries. 
Most of the governments here, al-
though calling themselves promot-
ers of democracies, are ruthless dic-
tatorships, ruled by greed and cal-
lous disregard for human life and 
dignity. They are supported by reli-
gious institutions that desire a share 
in the power, and they are sup-
ported by the "Western World" be-
cause they can still exploit them for 
profit. That's Africa, for you friends 
in Minnesota.   
     The misery of Africa and poor 
Africans should make the rest of the 
world hang their heads in shame.  
In my country Uganda and Africa 
in general, we are in the same social 
position that Europe was for two 
thousand years until the early nine-
teen hundreds.  
     The poor were slaves, exploited 
on farms and in factories. There 
was no care for their health or well-
being, children were sent to the 
mines or to slave for 14 hours a day 
in terrible factories. That was the 
system the colonizers brought to 
our lovely Africa when they colo-
nized us.  
     In Europe they got rid of tribal 
differences, got rid of religion in 
government through instituting 
separation of religion from govern-
ment and only then could they 
move on and create a decent soci-
ety. Until we do this, change and 
civilization is still decades away 
from us here in Africa. Tribalism 

and nepotism are far worse than ra-
cism.   
     Uganda and most African coun-
tries will have to embrace strong 
atheist activism if we are to smell 
the waves of change that we are 
currently observing in countries like 
Ghana and Tanzania which are of-
fering much hope to their citizens. 
But again religion is influencing 
them from hitting that “red button” 
of reality within secular and atheist 
principles. Our arms should always 
be unfolded for them too.  
     Nothing on this continent can 

change until nepotism and tribal 
differences are rendered a non-
issue, religion is made powerless, 
and dictators, rulers, and kings 
think of their people before them-
selves. This shouldn’t discourage us 
from doing everything we can to 
change this state of affairs. 
     We should not let religionists 
determine our fate, or mark our 
boundaries. We should lay the 
foundation of which other future 
generations will continue when we 
are tired or transformed in immor-
tals humans (this is my wish to be 
enhanced to become more useful 

even when I no longer hold this life 
which I have now).  
     The recent extravaganza by the 
king in Swaziland is a criminal of-
fence to human dignity. The major-
ity of citizens of Swaziland survive 
on next to nothing, they suffer the 
highest AIDS rate in Africa, and 
last year King Mswati allowed his 
wives to go on an expensive shop-
ping trip in Europe. His 14 wives 
each own and drive a BMW, heavy 
security guards paid by taxpayer’s 
money belonging to the poor citi-
zens of Swaziland.  Christianity is 
the dominant religion in Swaziland, 
but traditional myth still carries 
more influence in the lives of Swazi 
people. 
     The kingdom of Swaziland is 
one of the world's last remaining 
absolute monarchies. King Mswati 
III rules by decree over his million 
subjects, most of whom live in the 
countryside and follow traditional 
ways of life and very poor indeed.  
Nonetheless, the waves of change 
are blowing weakly there too, even 
though State control of the media is 
strong. The government controls all 
radio and TV stations with the ex-
ception of a Christian radio station. 
The freedom of expression in the 
press is seriously restricted.  
     Some of these issues are very 
hard to talk about here in Africa; so 
when we skip them for a while, just 
understand that it's because of 
Church and State oppression.  For 
example, free-thinkers would love 
to tackle the issue of GLBT rights, 
but because homosexuality is ille-
gal, and because even the discus-
sion of homosexuality is illegal, it's 
too dangerous to discuss it, it’s the 
same thing with overpopulation, 
abortion and many more issues. 

Kirumira Mpagi Michael 
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On Saturday, 
S e p t e m b e r 

19th, thirteen atheists attended Minnesota 
Atheists Donor Days. We were treated to 
special Oreo and peanut butter cakes by the 
director of Memorial Blood Centers. We 
also met someone in the lobby scheduled to 
donate right before us who is also an athe-
ist. He was surprised that Minnesota Athe-
ists did a donor days, and left with some 
MNA information and swag. The staff have 
told me that Minnesota Atheists is one of 
the largest donor groups in the metro area! 
Let's keep it up! 
     Our grand total of blood given by athe-
ists since the start of our Donor Days is 70 
liters. You are all bloody brilliant! 

Minnesota Atheists Donor Days at 
Memorial Blood Center 

by Crystal Dervetski  

Freethought Cryptogram 
 
Sk xpfpn vp aupe kupl agtyw bgenkhdse nbspebp rl kup dtkughskl gq 

kup Nbhsmkthpn, dew lpk wg egk bgenswph kupvnpyxpn rgtew kg 

denaph hpdnge dew pfmphsvpek. 

-Odysypg Odysyps, “Kup dtkughskl gq Nbhsmkthp se Musygngmus-

bdy Bgekhgxphnspn” 

(For answer, see page 16) 
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Used by permission. Special thanks to Bill Mutranowski. Visit atheistcartoons.com 
for dozens more atheist-themed laughs. 

Unholy Trinity 

After TSM... 

What do atheists do after 
the Third Sunday Meet-
ings (TSM)? They keep 
the great conversations 
rolling by going out to 
eat! Thanks to Matthew 
Richardson for the pho-
tos of the most recent 
TSM dinner. 
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turing a terrorist to disclose informa-
tion that would allow police to stop a 
bombing, then torture is justified. 
Whatever you conclude about this 
example, it shows that while the ra-

tionalist approach may produce ob-
jective conclusions, they are not ab-
solute ones. 
    But I contend that the most impor-
tant demonstration of the objectivity 
of moral obligation is based upon the 
consequences of actions. This de-
rives from the origin of ethics as an 
evolutionary product. In order to 
promote the survival and flourishing 
of our very social species, evolution 
has fashioned for us a repertoire of 
emotions and behaviors that favor 
social harmony. Wherever people get 
together into any social unit, there is 
norming of behavior, a determination 
of what behaviors are accepted and 
which are not. Ethics must be under-
stood within this evolutionary con-
text. Without our personal aware-
ness, evolution has provided a spe-
cies imperative to interact in ways 
that promote the survival and flour-
ishing of humanity. This is not a 
choice by humanity, but is imposed 
by evolution upon humanity. 
    If an individual acts in a way that 
violates this species imperative, that 
is harmful to the flourishing of his 
community, he is antisocial, cer-
tainly. We cannot all act as he does, 
or humankind would not flourish, 
and may not even survive. But natu-

ral selection has created us with a 
social disposition and emotional tro-
pisms to ensure our species survival. 
It is this species imperative that de-
fines our ultimate moral obligation, 

that conditions in every in-
stance what we should do. 
    There are different formu-
lations of the relationship be-
tween moral obligation and 
consequences, but the most 
familiar is the Utilitarian 
Principle, that the correct ac-
tion is one that promotes the 
greatest good for the greatest 
number. This gives us an ob-

jective measure of the moral value of 
an act, the consequences in harm and 
benefit that results in peoples’ lives. 
    The utilitarian value of an action 
is dependent upon future results 
which we can only rarely know with 
certainty. By this understanding of 
moral obligation as contingent upon 
future consequences, moral uncer-
tainty is an inescapable feature of the 
human condition. Moral obligation is 
objective, but it is also uncertain and 
after the single Utilitarian Principle 
that is definitional of morality, can-
not be formulated as absolutes. 
    It is a commonplace observation 
that political policies, such as health 
care or the decision to invade an-
other country, are in part moral ques-
tions, but we recognize that their cor-
rectness is determined by conse-
quences that we cannot know. And I 
propose to you that that is the nature 
of all moral obligations. I should al-
ways act in the way that produces the 
greatest good for the greatest num-
ber, but I cannot know with certainty 
what those consequences will be. No 
matter how good my will, how much 
I want to do the right thing, I can al-
ways be wrong. This recognition 
compels us to be circumspect in our 
moral reasoning, and forces upon us 

considerable moral humility. 
    In conclusion, I contend that ob-
jective statements of moral obliga-
tion are possible without any law-
giving god, rooted in the evolution-
ary imperative of species survival. A 
believer in god-based morality will 
contend that god’s existence and in-
tent are the universal condition for 
moral obligation. But I contend that 
our species-imperative to promote 
the flourishing of humankind is the 
only basis for moral obligation that 
can be demonstrated. Postulating a 
‘god’ adds nothing to moral obliga-
tion but a fictitious authority who 
supposedly knows better than we do. 
But just as every child learns that 
right and wrong are not just what 
their parents tell them, if moral obli-
gation is objective it must be more 
than what any god wants or com-
mands. 
    If a consequential moral analysis 
concludes that you should do ‘x’, but 
you believe that god opposes ‘x’, 

you should still do it. As moral 
agents we are all responsible for the 
consequences of our actions. If some 
course of action works out badly, it 
is no justification to say that it is 
what god wanted. It is still wrong. 
For reaching a moral decision it is 
important only to study conse-
quences, and not at all the supposed 
word or intent of any god. 

 

Opening Statement (continued) 



by George Kane 
 
    With his health insurance re-
form initiative bogging down in 
the face of declining public sup-
port, President Obama is calling 
on religious leaders to turn it into 
a moral crusade. On one day in 
August he held two teleconfer-
ences to this end. In the morning 
he asked about 1,000 rabbis to 
preach his political agenda in 
their sermons on Rosh Hashanah, 
while that afternoon he spoke to a 
mostly Christian audience of 
about 140,000 religious leaders in 
a conference call and webcast. 
    Obama told the rabbis that “we 
are God’s partners in matters of 
life and death.”  Rabbis who at-
tended said they believed he was 
“using religious organizations to 
promote policy.” He even read 
one of the central prayers for 
Rosh Hashanah, implying scrip-

tural support for insurance re-
form. 
    Addressing the larger group, 
President Obama adopted the 
rhetoric of the Christian tradition, 
framing insurance reform as a 
moral rather than a political ques-
tion, while emphasizing the 47 
million Americans who lack in-
surance. He described opponents 
of his program in Biblical terms:  
“There are some folks that are, 
frankly, bearing false witness.” 
President Obama also spoke of 
the “core ethical and moral obli-
gation...that we look out for one 
another,” adding that “in the 
wealthiest nation on earth, we are 
neglecting to live up to that call.”  
The term ‘call’ is commonly used 
by Christians to refer to a ‘call 
from God,’ a scriptural concept. 
    While making health care 
available and affordable to all 
Americans is quite properly 

framed as an ethical concern, that 
concern is simply for the welfare 
of the populace. This is a purely 
secular issue that is not made 
more important by cloaking it in 
religious language. By courting 
religious leaders to advance his 
political goals in their sermons, 
President Obama shows more 
concern for his religious constitu-
ency than for the principle of 
separation of church and state. 
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Our long tradition of helping beautify our highways and getting some atheist recognition (in the form of a 
road sign informing motorists that this stretch of highway is maintained by Minnesota Atheists) continues. 
 
     On Sunday, September 27, Minnesota Atheists will be performing its Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup. The 
work goes from 1:00-3:30 on Highway 10 in Rice. We'll meet at The Old Creamery Cafe, 405 Main St., 
Rice, 56367 (west of the stoplight on Hwy. 10). Phone: 320-393-4100. Arrive at noon for lunch beforehand 
and/or stay for dinner afterwards. Gloves and sturdy footwear are recommended. 
 
     Transportation is available from the Twin Cities. Contact: Deb Doucette (Randall) 320-749-2025, Au-
gust Berkshire (Minneapolis) 612-338-4548, Steve Petersen (Shoreview) spetersen175@gmail.com, or Jack 
Caravela at achair.mnatheists.org for more details. Also, call if it looks like it will rain to see if the event 
has been postponed. 
 
     Hope to see you there!  
 

Highway Clean-up 
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In midsummer 2008, as the presiden-
tial campaign intensified, a commu-
nity organization by the name of 
ACORN (Association of Community 
Organizations for Reform Now) 
gained a lot of notoriety.  Like the 
poor hapless kid in middle school 
constantly ridiculed by the popular 
clique, ACORN had been castigated 
by famous partisan instigators on ca-
ble news and talk radio. These media 
demagogues and their allied politi-
cians promoted dubious claims of 
voter registration fraud and election 
fraud which have convinced millions 
of people that ACORN is, at its very 
core, a corrupt organization. While it 
is true that a few ACORN employees 
were caught submitting false voter 
registration cards—some with ridicu-
lous names like “Mickey Mouse” 
and “Donald Duck”—in order to 
meet required quotas, they were 
caught by internal audits within the 
organization and subsequently fired. 
On the heels of a freshly manufac-
tured controversy in which counsel-
ors at ACORN Housing Corpora-
tion—an offshoot organization of 
ACORN—were caught on a hidden 
camera condoning prostitution, hu-
man trafficking, and tax fraud, both 
chambers of Congress voted to halt 
government funding for all ACORN 
services. If the president were to sign 
such a bill ACORN would essen-
tially be destroyed. Could this be the 
first of many secular nonprofit or-
ganizations socially conservative 
culture warriors attempt to dismantle 
in their quest to expand the power of 
faith-based initiatives? 
     Social conservatives laud former 
President George W. Bush—the self 
identified “compassionate conserva-
tive”—for his lead in fueling faith-
based programs at the expense of 
government and secular nonprofit 
agencies. A faith based program is, 

incidentally, basically a social wel-
fare program administered by a reli-
gious organization that that misin-
forms and confuses their clients 
while giving Jesus a shout out. By 
2007, five years after the initiative 
began, $10.6 billion went exclusively 
to these programs. What’s worse is 
that the Bush Justice Department ex-
empted these faith based nonprofits 
from employment discrimination 
laws by issuing a 2007 memoran-
dum—citing the 1993 religious free-
dom law—that allowed faith based 
organizations receiving government 
funds to hire only people of a par-
ticular religious faith. Unfortunately, 
the inundated Obama Justice Depart-
ment has yet to address this issue.  
     Everyone should be troubled that 
partisan tools on cable news and talk 
radio shape public opinion with their 
defense of corrupt policies like 
Bush’s faith-based initiative and con-
demnation of valuable low-income 
community institutions like ACORN. 
Even policymakers like Senators Al 

Franken and Amy Klobuchar, who 
voted to cut-off ACORN’s govern-
ment funding, seem unable to filter 
out the propaganda. With all of the 
vitriolic anti-ACORN rhetoric buzz-
ing around, it is important to realize 
that the employees caught on the in-
famous video were immediately 
fired. Other ACORN Housing Cor-
poration (AHC) offices kicked the 
camera operatives out, and one filed 
a police report on the incident 
. There’s no argument that the or-
ganization has had its problems with 
a few bad employees and one par-
ticular executive. But the talented, 
smart and altruistic community advo-
cates at ACORN and AHC far out-
weigh the unscrupulous behavior 
demonstrated on the video. 
     The pedophilia that proliferated in 
Catholic churches around the globe, 
including the numerous cases of cler-
gymen actively molesting little boys 
and girls here in the United States, is 
a far worse crime than anything the 
AHC housing counselors were 
caught doing. If ACORN loses its 
government funding because of the 
actions of a few bad employees, 
Catholic churches and their nonprofit 
organizations should lose their gov-
ernment funding too, along with their 
tax subsidies, because of the despica-
ble pedophilia committed by many 
reverend clergymen. Should we start 
equipping altar boys with hidden 
cameras under their surplices and 
cassocks? 
 

ACORN: The Latest Casualty in the Culture War 

by Eric Jayne  

Electronic MNA  Newsletters 
     Increase the effectiveness of your Minnesota Atheists membership dues—
switch from a paper to an electronic newsletter. 
     It costs us about $22.00 per year per person to print and mail a paper version of 
the newsletter.  It costs us nothing to email an electronic version.  Also, you’ll re-
ceive the electronic version sooner and it will be in full color.   
     If you’re interested in making the switch from the paper to the electronic version 
of our newsletter, please contact editor@mnatheists.org. 
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Complacency is a luxury given to 
the comfortable. To paraphrase 
M. Niemöller, ‘First they came 
for the gays, and I didn’t speak 
up, because I was not gay. Then 
they came for the Humanists, and 
I didn’t speak up, because I was 
an atheist. Then they came for 
me, and by that time, there was 
no one left to speak up for me.’ 
The luxury of complacency to-
ward the political forces in our 
country may result in the loss of 
comfort for those not allied with 
powerful. 
     The Family is an account of a 
powerful political force in our so-
ciety. The documents of their ex-
istence, the public exposure of 
their members, and the very real 
extent of their power is well 
known now. Doug Coe, one of 
the leaders of the group, has said 
that being invisible and secret 
was their source of power and in-
fluence.  
     The Senators who are pres-
ently known to be members are 
Grassley of Iowa, Inhofe of Okla-
homa, Coburn of Oklahoma, 
Thune of South Dakota, Enzi of 
Wyoming, Ensign of Nevada, 
Nelson of Florida, Pryor of Ar-
kansas, Brownback of Kansas, 
and DeMint of South Carolina.  
They benefit in various ways 

from membership. 
     Some of them stay in a resi-
dence on C Street for $600.00 a 
month. This provides them with a 
comfortable living circumstance 
and a close religious relationship 
with other members. In turn they 
are used by the Family to pro-
mote their agenda.  Millions of 
dollars were appropriated by 
these senators for the building of 
mega-church-chapels on military 
bases. Senator Ensign traveled on 
the Family expense account to 
Asia and the Middle East. Sena-
tor Coburn traveled to Beirut to 
promote the Family’s interests in 
developing Lebanese prayer 
groups. These various trips are 
not to pro-
mote Ameri-
can political 
interests but 
to promote the 
“Jesus plus nothing” philosophy 
of the Family. 
     Their focus is on “Reclaiming 
Seven Mountains of Culture.” 
These seven areas were declared 
essential for power over the 
minds of humanity. The theolo-
gian, Francis Shaeffer helped to 
draft this position. They are de-
termined to reclaim the Moun-
tains of 1) Government, 2) Edu-
cation, 3) Media, 4) Arts and en-
tertainment, 5) Religion, 6) Fam-
ily, and 7) Business.  
     More important is the founda-
tion of this organization. They 
embrace the theological teachings 
of Rousas Rushdoony. Some-
times they are referred to as 

Dominionists. This is based on 
the biblical reference to Genesis 
1:28 (King James Version) that 
says man is to have dominion 
over every living thing. This is an 
organization that is motivated by 
power and religion. Their concern 
is control and not democratic hu-
manistic values. Taking the word 
of Paul in Romans 13:1, they be-
lieve even the bloodiest dictators, 
Suharto of Indonesia, Said Barre 
of Somalia, or Museveni of 
Uganda are anointed by their god 
as worldly authorities to whom 
we must be in subjection. The 
Family would cooperate with 
these dictators to expand the 
power of the Christian religion. 

They view 
themselves 
a s  t he 
‘Chosen’, 
a n o i n t e d 

elite that has replaced the Jews in 
their god’s esteem. This arrogant 
belief of being chosen gives them 
the permission to do whatever 
they want. Their hypocrisy is ex-
cused because of their ‘Chosen’ 
status.  
     The Family explores the 
power and influence of this group 
and the people who founded the 
group. It exposes the thinking of 
its leadership, e.g., Doug Coe ad-
vises members: 
“I’ve seen pictures of the young 
men in the Red Guard.  They 
would bring in this young man’s 
mother.  He would take an ax and 
cut her head off.  They have to 

(Continued on page 16) 

Book Review: 
The Family 

The Family, Jeff Sharlet, Harper 
Collins Publishing, 2008, 454 pages 

Comments from the Whip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grant Steves 
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Halloween is undoubtedly my favor-
ite holiday. It just has an attitude 
about it that other holidays could 
only hope to have. For many Funda-
mentalist Christians, however, Hal-
loween is seen as an unholy celebra-
tion of all that is evil. This fear of 
Halloween is known as Samhaino-
phobia, and it isn't just a trivial mat-
ter to them; it is deeply rooted in the 
core belief of their faith.  
     Halloween is a Christian holiday. 
Or, more precisely, a Christian adop-
tion of an ancient pagan holiday, 
very much like Christmas. It is the 
evening before All Saints’ Day and 
there is even an “Eve of All Saints’ 
Prayer” in the Book of Occasional 
Services. Halloween began at least 
2,500 years ago as the ancient Celtic 
festival of Samhain, a celebration of 
summer's end and a remembrance of 
the dead. When the Roman Empire 
conquered Western Europe, a Ro-
man-Celtic syncretism occurred that 
mixed language and culture. Samhain 
proved to be popular and, in 835 CE, 
Pope Gregory IV moved the Catholic 
holiday of “All Hallow's Eve”, which 
served much the same purpose as 
Samhain, to November 1st to coincide 

with it. 
     As mundane as any of that 
sounds, fundamentalist Christian 
sects often see Halloween as a dan-
gerous holiday that could damage 
their souls. Examples of Christian 
commentary on Halloween can be 
found on many places on the Inter-

net: On iSawTheLightMinistries.
com, a Halloween page says that par-
ents should “refuse to allow your kid 
to take part in this evil holiday of Sa-
tan.” Demonbuster.com warns the 
faithful: “Don't even open your doors 
to pass out ‘tracts.’ If you do, then 
you are celebrating this unholy day.” 
Sabbatarian.com also has a page 
dedicated to the fear of Halloween, 
but it was so incoherent that I found 
it difficult to find a quote.  
     Why do some fundamentalists 
consider Halloween evil? The aver-
sion to Halloween seems to be an ex-
tension of an extreme xenophobic 
fear of other religions. Strict funda-
mentalist thought holds that all things 
outside of Christianity – outside of 
their Christianity – are the work of 
devils and demons and are designed 
for the sole purpose of tricking the 
unwary into eternal damnation. If 
they take part in Halloween, in any 

way, they will be inadvertently cele-
brating a pagan holiday and thereby 
worshiping Satan. One minute they'll 
be walking down the street in a Bat-
man mask, the next, BAM!, they're 
possessed. Nothing they can do about 
it. 
     In their world, devils and demons 
actually exist. They are not symbols, 
signs, or personifications of abstract 
threats. They are real supernatural 
beings looking for any chance they 
can get to cast magic spells on the 
unsuspecting. And any non-pious act 
can invite them in. 
     Unfortunately, more liberal 
churches that do not hold such super-
stitious beliefs can give credence to 
the fears of the fundamentalists by 
shunning the holiday and holding 
church sponsored harvest or fall fes-
tivals on October 31st as an alterna-
tive for Halloween. This makes it ap-
pear that Halloween is a holiday to 
be avoided. 
     On Halloween night, as the faith-
ful are cowering inside, painting 
crosses on their doors to keep the 
specter of death out, I'm going to be 
hauling out the buckets of (fake) 
blood for my homemade skull foun-
tain and scaring the few children that 
will be allowed to take candy from 
strangers. Halloween is one of the 
few holidays that actually encourages 
people to go outside and stop by their 
neighbors’ houses, if even for a piece 
of candy. I'm going to enjoy it. 
     "I think we ought to close Hal-
loween down. Do you want your 
children to dress up as witches? The 
Druids used to dress up like this 
when they were doing human sacri-
fice...[The children] are acting out 
Satanic rituals and participating in it, 
and don't even realize it."--Pat 
Robertson 

Trick or Threat: 
Fundamentalist Christianity's Aversion to Halloween 

by Vic Tanner  
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On Sunday, September 27th, volun-
teers from Minnesota Atheists 
cleaned up one of our state’s high-
ways near the town of Rice. Litter 
included a large cardboard sign 
(below, left), and the remnants of 
truck tires (below, center).  One par-
ticipant explained:  “I went onto the 
highway to kick off some tire pieces 
so they wouldn't cause motorists any 
problems. The steel wires that rein-
force the tires are difficult and the 
rusty ends quickly go through gloves 

and into the skin. Thank goodness I 
had a reinforcement of tetanus vac-
cine recently.” 
     The litter was placed in bags and 
set alongside the highway for the de-
partment of transportation to dispose 
of properly.  
     The volun-
teers rested 
from their 
work by pay-
ing a visit to 
t h e  O l d 
C r e a m e r y 

Café (below, right). If you’d like to 
participate in a highway clean-up, 
Minnesota Atheists is organizing an-
other effort— Saturday, October 
17th at 11:00 a.m. in Lakeville. Visit 
the Meet-Up page, or contact board 

member Crystal Dervetski for further 
details. 
 
(Photo credit: Matthew Richardson) 

Highway Clean-Up 

Pictured (left 
to right): 
Steve, Art, 
Deb, Todd, 
August, 
Karen , Jack, 
Kathy, Brian, 
Rachel, Dan, 
Anna, Mi-
chelle, Mat-
thew.  
 
(Photo credit: 
Steve Peter-
sen.) 

 



 
I n t o 
Tempta-
tion, the 
n e w 
f i l m 
wr it t en 

and directed by Patrick Coyle, 
takes its viewers on a trip through 
guilt, sin, and redemption. The 
film explores the causes and ef-
fects in a person’s life that lead, 
ultimately, to desperate deci-
sions.  
     If it sounds like heavy subject 
matter, it is. But the film man-
ages to not get bogged down in 
pity for its characters, though it 
relies heavily on religious motiva-
tions and traditions. Those who 
have never been Catholic, and 
particularly those who have never 
been religious, may find it diffi-
cult to sympathize with Linda’s 
desire for absolution.  
     Linda, played by Kristin 
Chenoweth (better known as 
Olive from Pushing Daisies) is a 
prostitute seeking to get all her 
affairs – please excuse the 
pun – in order before she 
ends her existence. Though 
her actions belie it – it’s 
been 19 years since her last 
confession – she’s appar-
ently never mentally left the 
Catholic Church, and she 
looks for solace by visiting a con-
fessional booth just as the priest is 
hoping to end his shift. 
     The tale of her life, frustrat-
ingly excised from the scene, cou-
pled with his impending need to 

perform mass, leave the priest at a 
loss for words – so much, in fact, 
that he neglects his duty to the 
wayward soul. Linda leaves, 
without being forgiven, and Fa-
ther Buerlein (played by Jeremy 
Sisto) spends the rest of the film 
searching out this fallen Catholic.  
     Buerlein’s search is a madden-
ing race against the clock. He 
knows only Linda’s birthday (she 
intends to take her life on her 

birthday) and the sound of her 
voice. He tries to sketch her ap-
pearance, but seeing her only 
obliquely through the screen of a 
confessional booth, he knows 
only the shape of her mouth, her 
neck, and her chest (donned, ap-
propriately, with a cross nestled 
in a plunging neckline). Buerlein 
seeks out the assistance of 
neighbors, taxicab drivers, bar-

tenders, and fellow 
p r i e s t  F a t h e r 
O’Brien, played by 
Brian Baumgartner 
(better known as 
Kevin from the Of-
fice), whose cyni-
cism and greed paint 

a striking juxtaposition between 
the two religious leaders. In time, 
Buerlein has no other choice but 
to go literally into temptation, and 
our hapless hero soon finds him-
self hobnobbing with pimps, 

prostitutes, and criminals as he 
visits night clubs, adult stores, 
and seedy back alleys.  
     Again, for non-believers, the 
character’s challenges may seem 
a little trite and his difficulties un-
founded. But without the limita-
tions and structure imposed by his 
religion, the film would have little 
to go on. As it is, Buerlein openly 
expresses his own doubts and his 
unease with the religion’s rigid-

ity; in one scene, he tells a pa-
rishioner he isn’t sure if prayer 
even works. In another, he ap-
palls his congregation by using 
unsavory words. “Let’s say a 
prayer for the bastard who 

mugged me,” he says from the 
pulpit. 
     Into Temptation transpires in 
Minneapolis, and it offers many 
scenes and shots of places famil-
iar to Twin Cities residents. The 
film is beautifully bookended 
with flashbacks to Linda’s child-
hood, both of which shed light on 
the story that unfolds in between. 
Apart from a pointless subplot 
featuring the return of Buerlein’s 
former lover, the story is tight and 
the pacing adequate. Go see this 
film before it leaves the few thea-
ters it’s in. 
 
Depiction, where explicit or implicit, 
of deities: 4/5 
Depiction, whether explicit or im-
plicit, of religion: 3/5 
View of valuing this life as opposed 
to an afterlife: 2/5 
Positive view of self-reliance: 1/5 
Championship of reason: 2/5 
Bottom line: 4/5 

Into Temptation, 95 minutes,  
released (in Minnesota) 

August 27, 2009 
Directed by Patrick Doyle 

Film Review 
 
 
 
 

James Zimmerman 

 
 

Film Review: Into Temptation 
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put the purposes of the Red 
Guard ahead of their father, 
mother, brother, sister, and their 
own life. That was a covenant, a 
pledge. That’s what Jesus said.” 
This blind dedication is motivated 
by faith in a power structure that 
is derived from a Ouija Board in-
terpretation of the bible.  
     The importance for atheists 
and all nonbelievers is to be 

aware of the politi-
cal vicissitudes in 

our society. We may be neutral 
and wait for them to come for us, 
or we may engage in the political 
system to keep people free of 
groups like the Family. 
     It is my strongly held belief 
that we must engage. We realize 
that life is not a rehearsal for a 
heavenly performance, but it is a 
reality of now. We now have the 
opportunity to stand up and help 

expose groups that would abuse 
power.  
     We have the responsibility to 
be informed, to inform, and to 
participate actively in our politi-
cal system. Our participation is 
not coerced for fear of punish-
ment in some hereafter but is en-
couraged because of the ethical 
consequence of not acting.     
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The Family (continued) 

Financial Report for Septem-
ber: 
 
Building Fund:    $35.72 
D a n i e l  N o r t e     $ 3 5 . 7 2 
 

 
 
 

V i s i b i l i t y  ( G e n e r a l ) 
F u n d     $ 7 7 7 . 3 2 
Maureen Murphy    $25.00 
Elizabeth Nelson    $12.00 
Vern Young    $100.00 
Anonymous                 $640.32 
.A 

Cryptogram answer 
 
It vexes me when they would constrain science by 
the authority of the Scriptures, and yet do not con-
sider themselves bound to answer reason and ex-
periment. 
 
-Galileo Galilei, “The Authority of Scripture in 
Philosophical Controversies” 

by Bob Schmitz 
 
The July 18th issue of The Economist has a very positive article (p 32) about Camp Quest. It describes the 
activities of the campers and offers some commentary on the status of atheists in America. Despite the fact 
that atheists are broadly disliked there has been some improvement according to the writer, who reports that 
"the proportion who say they might vote for an atheist has doubled in the past half-century." Although five 
percent admitted they would not vote for a qualified black candidate in a recent poll, 53% still say they 
would "shun" a qualified atheist candidate. The poll source was not cited. 
     “The kids are taught to question everything,” the article states. “They also learn about the scientific 
method while examining bugs in a pond. Many of the kids at Camp Quest say that, at school, they either 
keep quiet about their lack of belief or are teased for it. What they like about Camp Quest is that no one 
tells them they are going to Hell.”  
     Members of the Humanists of Minnesota and Minnesota Atheists volunteered their time and talent to 
making Camp Quest a success this past summer. Reading this article in such a prestigious paper does make 
one proud to be a member of both organizations. 
     To read these articles go to Economist.com/blogs/lexington, and access the July 18th issue.  
 

Financial Report 

The Economist and Camp Quest 



September Cable Report 

by Steve Petersen 
 
For the September taping, Grant Ste-
ves produced two programs with a 
unique twist. In the first program, 
Grant interviewed Brooks Peterson 
on being a natural atheist - one who 
was not raised religious, but still be-
came a student of religious life and 
remained a natural atheist. In the sec-
ond program, Brooks interviewed 
Grant on atheism as a choice. Grant 
talked about being a Jehovah Wit-
ness and then moving to Catholicism 
and evolving finally to an atheist. 
These programs profiled two com-
pletely different life circumstances 
and life experiences.   
 
Cable Crew:  Art Anderson, George 
Kane, Brett Stembridge, Shirley 

Moll, Steve Petersen, Wendy 
Steinberg, and Grant Hermanson,. 
 
Podcasts: MinnesotaAtheists.org.  
Made possible by Grant Hermanson. 
 
Cable Schedule 
Burnsville/Eagan Community 
Television: Channel 14. Check their 
web site www.bect.tv for day and 
times. Sponsor: Kevin Hardisty. 
Bloomington:  Channel 16. Monday 
9:30 p.m., Tuesday 5:30 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m..  Sponsors: David and 
Joanne Beardsley. 
Minneapolis:  Channel 17. Saturday 
8:30 p.m.  Sponsor: Steve Petersen. 
Rochester: Channel 10. Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Thursday 7:30 p.m. 
Sponsor: Jim Salutz. 
 

Roseville, Shoreview, Arden Hills, 
North Oaks, Little Canada, Falcon 
Heights, Lauderdale, Mounds 
View, New Brighton: Channel 14. 
Wednesday 10:30 p.m. Sponsor: 
Steve Petersen. 
St. Cloud: Channel 12. Thursday 
8:30 p.m. Sponsor: Jack Richter. 
Stillwater: Channel 16. Tuesday 
7:00 p.m. and Wednesday 9:00 a.m. 
Sponsor: Lee Salisbury. 
South Washington County:  Chan-
nel 14. Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Sponsor: 
Jim Bodsberg. 
White Bear Lake, Hugo, Lake 
Elmo, Mahtomedi, Maplewood, 
North St. Paul, Oakdale, Vadnais 
Heights:  Channel 15. Saturday 7:30 
p.m. Sponsor: Michael Seliga. 
. 

Grant Steves, right, interviews Brooks 
Peterson on his atheistic upbringing. 
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My favor-
ite kind of 
person in 
general is 
an apa-
thetic per-

son. I find them endlessly interesting 
and entertaining. So far in my life, I 
have known so many of the apathy-
ridden. But, the best, by far, are the 
apathetic atheists. I recently stum-
bled across some statements from 
the Positive Atheist website's mail 
bag... Honestly, it's the same stuff 
over and over, and I myself have 
heard the statements time and time 
again: Why should an atheist organ-
ize? Atheism is negative, and there's 
no reason to stand up concerning a 
negative. Beliefs really aren't an is-
sue, so why take a stance either 
way?  Isn't organizing atheists just 
like being in a religion? At times, 
these apathetics even belittle or criti-
cize those of us who are brave 
enough to out ourselves and work 
toward building a community of 
atheists and other freethinkers. So let 
me answer some of this my way: 
 
“What is organized atheism? Do 
people get together for parties or 
something.”  Sure, why not?  Par-
ties are great fun. Why do so many 
apathetic atheists seem to have 
something against having a good 
time with other people? 
“I am an atheist, but by its very 
nature it is more of a solitary 
thing isn't it?”  Atheism does not 
have to be solitary. Where does this 
idea even come from? I'm just pic-
turing a hermit in a cave somewhere 
pleasuring himself. Does it have to 
be that way? Can't we at least stick 
our heads out of the cave and say 
hello to our friends and neighbors 
from time to time to shake hands? 

(After washing them, of course.) 
“Since atheism is the absence of a 
belief in a supreme being then it is 
a negative (I don't mean negative 
as in bad). Wouldn't people only 
join a group if it was for some-
thing, and not the absence of 
something?” You're right, it is 
pretty dreadful. I often sit around 
with people and talk about all of the 
things I'm not, especially at atheist 
events. The list is so long; why, any-
one who's been to a Minnesota 
Atheists event knows that I can talk 
for hours concerning all of the nega-
tives about myself.  Hooray! 
“The term Organized Atheism 
sounds like atheists have a 
"Church" to go to every Sunday 
where they all meet and do some-
thing together.”  You're starting to 
convince me now...  Wouldn't want 
to go meet like-minded people or 
anything. That sounds pretty awful. 
Back to the cave...  
“From what I can tell, the desire 
to meet in groups seems, for the 
most part, to be a leftover from 
going to church. In the groups I 
did not meet many who were 
raised atheists, most had simply 
transferred affiliation from relig-
ion to atheism as adults. Thus 
much of the thinking habits of a 
life of religion remained.” This 
goes back to that unbelievable no-
tion that organizing or wanting to be 
around other people is somehow re-
ligious in nature...  Can you please 
just sit and think of even one exam-
ple of a time when wanting to be 
with other people, or building a so-
cial network/community had nothing 
to do with religion? I can think of 
too many to list. Or, take a moment 
and think of some of the reasons for 
a social network or strong commu-
nity? One of my religious friends 

was talking the other day about how 
when she had a surgery that her 
church provided her and her child 
with meals while she was recover-
ing.  I was just thinking, “I could 
really use some atheist casseroles if 
that ever happens to me.” 
“Hate groups are against a group 
of individuals because of their 
color or beliefs or something else. 
As an atheist, I am against an idea 
or premise. I am also against com-
munism and fascism and socialism 
and altruism. I don't think that 
makes me part of any ‘hate 
group’. It is the idea or concept or 
premise that is hated and needs to 
be changed (not that I have an an-
swer for that).”  I get where you're 
going here. The idea, though poorly 
worded, is that if atheists organize, it 
automatically places them in the 
category of 'hate group', and that 
needs to be changed. Probably the 
best way you can change that idea is 
to just continue to do nothing. Sit at 
home (or in your cave) on your butt 
and don't say anything or do any-
thing, especially in public. To that I 
say: “Apathetic Atheists:  Go 
home!” Oh wait, you're already 
there. 
 

 

The Sunny Skeptic 
 
 
 
 

Crystal Dervetski 

 
 

Apathetic Atheists 
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Sundays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Atheist/
Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous, 3249 
Hennepin Ave. S., #55 (Men’s Center, in 
the basement) Minneapolis, Open to men 
and women. FFI: tcAgnostic@gmail.
com 
 
3rd Sunday, 1-3:30 p.m.,  Minnesota 
Atheists Monthly Meeting.  (No meet-
ing in July or August.) See MNAtheists.
org for details. 
 
Every Sunday, 10:30 - noon, Brunch 
Social.  Q.Cumbers, 7465 France Ave-
nue South,| Edina.  Bring your AWE for 
a $2 discount. 
 
5th Sunday, Fundraiser Dinner for 
Building Fund.  Price: $6.66. (May, Au-
gust, and November 2009). 
 
1st and 3rd Monday,  6 p.m., Freethought 
Toastmasters Club.  Larpenteur Estates 
apartment complex, 1280 Larpenteur 
Ave. W., St. Paul.  (Park directly in back 
and follow sidewalk to Party Room.)  

Roger Belfay, (651) 222-2782 or George 
Kane, nup@Minn.net. 
 
2nd and 4th Monday, 5-7 p.m.,  Dinner 
Social.  Davanni’s Restaurant, 2312 W. 
66th  Street (corner of Penn Ave. and 66th 
St.), Richfield, Bob/Marilyn Nienkerk, 
(612) 866-6200. 
 
1st Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.,  Lunch Social. 
Old Country Buffet, Co. Road B2 be-
tween Snelling and Fairview, Roseville.  
Bob/Marilyn Nienkerk, (612) 866-6200. 
 
3rd Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.,  Lunch So-
cial.  New China Buffet, 105 85th Ave. 
NW, Coon Rapids.  Bill Volna, (612) 
781-4273. 
 
4th Wednesday,  Meal and a Reel, Up-
town, Minneapolis (Hennepin Ave. and 
Lake St.) 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. movie.  
George Kane, nup@Minn.net.  Details in 
Atheists Weekly E-mail. 
 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., Campus Atheists, 
Skeptics and Humanists (CASH) See 

cashumn.org for program and location. 
 
1st Thursday, 6-9 p.m., “Atheists Talk” 
TV taping.  MTN, Studio A, 125 SE 
Main St., Minneapolis.  Steve Petersen, 
(651) 484-9277. 
 
 2nd Thursday, evening.  Rochester Area 
Freethinkers monthly get-together.  Bill 
Kass, hawthorn64@hotmail.com or 
(507) 259-4237. 
 
 3rd Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Minnesota 
Atheists board meeting.  Location var-
ies.  Grant Steves, 651-774-1992 
 
 
 
 
 

To sign up for Atheists Weekly 
E-mail (AWE), send a request to 
awe@mnatheists.org. 
 
 

To sign up for Minnesota Atheists 
Meetups, go to 
http://atheists.meetup.com/493. 
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   DONATE TO SPECIAL FUNDS 
$ _______ General Expense / Outreach Fund 

$ _______ Building Fund 

$ _______ Radio Fund   

$ _______ Monthly Donation 

All memberships include the newsletter. 

To pay by credit card or PayPal, please 

 
 
 
 

            www.mnatheists.org       
      P.O. Box 120304, New Brighton MN 55112 

JOIN OR RENEW MEMBERSHIP 

$35 – Individual Membership 

$45 – Household Membership 

$75 – Sustaining Fund Membership 

$20 – Student (newsletter by email, send                            
             copy of fee statement or high school ID) 

$600 – Life Membership 

$25 -- Newsletter Only  

 

Payment by:  Check (enclosed) for $ _________________ payable to Minnesota Atheists. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________ Phone (_____)_______________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
>>Minnesota Atheists has IRS 501(c)(3) status.  All contributions are tax-deductible. << 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Minnesota Atheists 
P.O. Box 120304 

New Brighton, Minnesota 55112 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.mnatheists.org 
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“Check out the Minnesota Atheist Podcast 
At 

Mnatheist.org.” 

 
“There are religious scientists and Darwinian 
churchgoers. But this does not mean that faith 

and science are compatible.” 
 

—Jerry A. Coyne, author of 
Why Evolution is True 


